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PART I.—GOD IN REDEMPTION 


ee 


INTRODUCTION 


The devoted student of the Word soon dis- 
covers that the great Architect of the uni- 
verse—he who created the heavens and laid 
the foundations of the earth—had a definite 
plan from the beginning as to the destiny of 
this world, and tho slowly yet surely that 
plan is being developed until the ‘‘ mystery of 
God’’ shall be finished. ‘‘ Known unto God 
are all his works from the beginning of the 
world.”’ 

The divine purpose to rule this earth 
through a man apparently failed when Adam 
fell an easy prey to the skilful plot of the 
arch-fiend, but it shall yet be seen that infi- 
nite Wisdom can never be thwarted; for out 
of the wreck and ruin of the ages we shall 
see the original structure rise with infinitely 
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more grandeur and glory than could have 
been possible apart from the fall. The first 
Adam placed as lord of creation and crowned 
with glory and honor has failed’; ‘‘ for now 
we see not all things put under him’;’’ but 
the ‘‘last Adam ”’ shall not ‘‘fail nor be dis- 
couraged till he have set judgment in the 
earth; and the isles shall wait for his law’’ 
(1 Cor. 15.45; Isaiah 42.4). 

The poet not only breathes the spirit of in- 
spiration, but formulates principles of the 
truest philosophy when he says : 


‘«Tho all the infernal host combined, 
And sin and death together joined, 
To do their worst in hellish hate, 
God’s will and purpose to frustrate ; 
Their efforts, tho they wist it not, 
That very will and purpose wrought.”’ 


And in the ‘‘fulness of times’’ this world, ~ 
so marred by sin and blighted by the curse, 
shall be a fair and beautiful scene where the 
Son of Man shall reign. The animal creation, 
now groaning under the curse, shall be deliv- 
ered from the awful spell—the lion and lamb 
shall feed together, and a little child shall 
lead them*. The ground, too, that was cursed 

Deb. 2 376 wHebw2is: ° Isaiah 11.6. 
6 


Introduction 


for man’s sake shall be healed, and instead of 
the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and in- 
stead of the briar, the myrtle tree—all of 
which speak of a state of fertility and fruit- 
fulness heretofore unknown, when the reaper 
shall overtake the sower, so quickly shall the 
ground respond to man’s touch. 

With Satan bound in the pit of the abyss, 
Edenic beauty and glory shall again be wit- 
nessed. And the mighty host of the re- 
deemed, not only reconciled to God and 
washed in the blood of the Lamb, but trans- 
formed to the image of His Son—this crude 
mortal garb exchanged for the garments of 
light and immortality, and dwelling in the 
unsullied light of the divine presence, reflect- 
ing the beauty of holiness—they shall be an 
abiding proof through the eternal ages—to 
worlds terrestrial and celestial; angelic and 
demonic—that ‘‘ where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound.”’ 


The largest thought to be gathered from 
Revelation is perhaps the divine purpose to 
reveal the spiritual and eternal through the 
natural—to make known the Creator through 
the creature—to manifest the divine through 
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the human. ‘There are three pictures of this 
original purpose given in Scripture, affording 
us a view of the divine workmanship in those 
gradual processes through which the world 
shall be lifted to a perfect plane, and the 
original pattern fully expressed in a perfect 
moral universe. These are found in the 
second chapter of Genesis; forty-seventh of 
Ezekiel; and the twenty-second chapter of 
Revelation. 


Eden presents to us in a temporal scene a 
picture of the world into which God desired 
to come, and through which He would finally 
reveal himself in redemption and in govern- 
ment. Here everything, fresh from the hand 
of the Creator, answered the purpose of its 
being, and reflected the goodness and wisdom 
of Him who had designed it. Man, the highest 
intelligence in intimate communion with God, 
‘would seem to leave nothing to be desired. 

But everything here was on the natural 
plane—a mere scaffolding from which to build 
the spiritual and eternal. God was not in the 
creature in the sense of being manifested 
through it, but only reflected by it. Man was 
not a suitable companion for the divine na- 
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ture, for tho he was upright he was not holy, 
since holiness could only be known by know- 
ing evil which is its opposite; and of this he 
was ignorant. 

This was made possible through the fall, 
which was anticipated in the building of the 
centuries. The very need that sin created 
brought the Christ not only to, but into, the 
creature, from which he might radiate his 
light and reveal his life. This plan is never 
out of sight in God’s dealings with the race, 
and in the gradual unfolding of his purposes 
of grace. 


The Old Testament is like a canvas stretched 
across forty centuries, on which fingers divine 
have painted picture after picture, setting 
forth the divine purposes of grace and wis- 
dom ; and the scene is presented on the differ- 
ent planes. Eden was a miniature picture of 
the world on a moral plane, showing perfect 
government on earth and communion with 
heaven. But we no more than get a glimpse 
of this ideal state when a rude and malicious 
hand dashes slime upon it, defacing and de- 
forming all. ‘‘ An enemy hath done this*.’’ 

4 Matthew 13.28. 
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The whole scene is marred almost beyond rec- 
ognition; but the great Artist, nothing 
daunted, proceeds to restore and renew the 
original; and after six thousand years of 
ceaseless toil we are allowed to see the re- 
sults. The forty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel 
presents the original Eden almost restored. 
The river issues from under the temple, deep- 
ening and widening as it flows out to heal a 
sin-blighted earth, and cause life and beauty 
to spring forth. . 

This second picture is ona higher plane, 
more spiritual, and shows real progress in the 
divine working. It is a picture of the ‘‘age 
to come’’ into which all that is best of human 
achievement shall enter, and when the ‘‘ last 
Adam ’’ will reign over a restored earth. But 
the -scene is not perfect. The miry “and 
marshy places are not healed. The waters 
that issue from the sanctuary do not reach to 
them, teaching that touches of the curse will 
yet remain. The serpent is still in the land, 
but he shall not hurt nor destroy in the holy 
mouutain (Isaiah 11.9). 

In the age to come righteousness will reign, 
but that suggests at once the presence of cer- 
tain opposing forces which must be held in 
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subjection by law. ‘The presence of the King 
will restrain, but not wholly destroy, the evil 
that must necessarily exist on such a plane. 
The third and last picture of the divine 
plan for this earth is found in the twenty- 
second chapter of Revelation, where the 
original Eden is at once recognized ; but here 
lifted to the highest state of perfection where 
allis divine. The living waters and tree of 
life form the centre of that scene which is 
called the true paradise of God’. Here we 
are introduced to a spiritual world on the 
highest possible plane, where God is perfectly 
revealed. Righteousness dwells here because 
there are no foreign elements, but all is in 
perfect harmony with the Creator of all. 


Thus the unity of truth is seen in the grad- 
ual unfolding of the divine purpose, and 
altho presented from various sides, the story 
is one, and all Scripture is necessary to its 
completeness. To show that Eden was the 
plan on which the ages have been built, let a 
few comparisons be given. In Genesis we 
see the living waters flowing from the heart 
of Eden; in Revelation the river of life 

5 Revelation 2.7. 
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‘“clear as crystal’’ flows from under the 
throne. In Genesis Satan enters upon the 
scene; in Revelation he is cast out forever. 
In Genesis the curse enters; in Revelation 
there is ‘‘no more curse,’’ and every tear is 
wiped away. In Genesis paradise is lost ; in 
Revelation paradise is more than restored. 

Throughout the inspired record these truths 
are kept before us by the unerring Author— 
the Spirit of truth—who sketches with divine 
precision the progress of each, up to the con- 
summation of all things, when a happy end 
is reached. 

12 
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DISPENSATIONAL TRUTH 


There are at least four kinds of revealed 
truth which should be clearly recognized by 
the Bible student; namely, Doctrinal truth, 
Practical truth, Typical truth, and Dispensa- 
tional truth; but the last of these should be 
placed first, as all other truths are related to 
it in the sense that the greater includes the 
less. 

Dispensations and ages are terms used in- 
terchangeably and generally regarded as syn- 
onymous, but their literary and Scriptural 
sense show a real difference. Dispensations_ 
mark regular and. important. stages..in..the 
gradual revealing of God’s plan for the race. 
The word is defined as ‘‘a period during 
which a particular revelation of God’s mind 
and will has been directly operative on man- 
‘kind ;”’ as, ‘the dispensation of grace.” 
Ages are periods of time marked off by cer- 
tain distinctive features or characteristics ; as, 
the Elizabethan age; the Stone age; the age 
of Reason. 
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In the dispensations we read the story of 
God in redemption ; in the ages, the ways of 
God in government. On these two planes, 
one an octave higher than the other, God is 
moving forward through the centuries until 
both truths shall have meaning on the highest 
plane, and shall be expressed in a perfect 
moral universe. When every creature shall 
yield perfect obedience to the moral Ruler of 
the world, the atonement will have accom- 
plished its largest purpose, and redemption 
and government will find expression on the 
same plane. 


THE DEDUCTIVE METHOD. 


By inductive reasoning we may glean facts 
and gain clearer light as we thread our way 
through the labyrinths of Scriptural knowl- 
edge; but it is only by the deductive method 
that we may hope to classify and arrange 
these facts in a way to discover the divine 
purpose, and interpret the Scriptures so as to 
harmonize every part with the whole fabric of 
revealed truth. There is design and construc- 
tive plan in inspired truth, and for this reason 
the Scriptures should be approached in the 
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broadest and most general sense—reasoning 
from the general to the particular; proceed- 
ing from a great principle through an ad- 
mitted instance to a conclusion. This is the 
only fair and satisfactory way of getting at 
the meaning of the truth, and especially when 
regarding it as a unit, or asa complete system 
of religious teaching. The greater includes 
the less, and it is only by grasping the 
mightiest truths, and seeing God’s largest 
thought, that we may hope to catch the mean- 
ing of truth applicable to definite periods and 
specific classes. Looking out over the vast 
plains of Revelation, and down through the 
vista of ages, it is plainly seen that the divine 
revealing is marked off by events, which, like 
towering mountains, divide vast periods of 
time. These largest divisions in God’s ways 
with men are called dispensations ; and it is 
impossible to teach Scripture without stating 
all sorts of contradictions unless these impor- 
tant periods are seen, and their meaning fully 
grasped. 

There must be a key that will unlock every 
chamber in the sacred halls of prophetic lore, 
and that key is dispensational truth; there 
must be a keystone that supports the great 
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arch that spans the course of time, and that 
keystone is the Cross. 

The study of dispensational truth is a ne- 
cessity since it concerns the important di- 
visions of the race and their destinies as well. 
The apostle’s command to.‘‘rightly divide the_ 
word of truth’’ is imperative, for there are 
grand divisions and.distinguishing features. 
which must be. thoroughly... understood..in 
order to proceed. intelligently with the study 
of the Word. In a communication from a 
distinguished Canadian clergyman he said: 
‘*T never understood the Word until I began 
to study it dispensationally.’’ And this will 
voice the confession of many who have found 
it to be the very key to the Book. When we 
point out the fact that not a single sentence 
of prophecy has reference to the religious side 
of this age, the importance of the subject 
will be apparent. 


THE DIVISIONS OF THE RACE. 


Truths intended for one stage of human 
progress are not necessarily applicable to 
another ; and inspired prophecies of vast con- 
cern to one division of the race, may have 
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only a remote relation to other classes of man- 
kind. The grand divisions of the human 
family give meaning to the different periods 
of time; and without seeing this every effort 
to explain the Scriptures must end in hope- 
less confusion. 

The Scriptures recognize three grand di- 
visions of the race which are intended to be 
permanent, and in these three channels all 
living truth must necessarily flow. Jew, Gen- 
tile, and Church of God, foreshadowed in 
Shem, Ham and Japheth, are permanent di- 
visions of mankind, with distinct callings, 
possessions and destinies. Revelation concerns 
these three classes; and as each has its dis- 
pensation and proper place in futurity, they 
must always be regarded separately. 

That which has literal application to the 
Jew can generally have only a spiritual mean- 
ing for the church. For example, the book 
of Isaiah was, for the most part, written con- 
cerning Judah and Jerusalem ; and no proper 
method of exegesis could make the teach- 
ings of that book apply to any people other 
than the Jew, save as it may have spiritual 
meaning, or where a universal principle or 
law is embodied in the text. That which has 
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literal application to the nations can have no 
reference to the. church; for it is ever true, 
‘My people shall not be reckoned among the 
nations.’’ ‘The one belongs to the lowest, the 
other to the highest plane. The destiny of 
the church must ever remain distinct from the 
destiny of the nations of the earth. 

During the first grand period of sacred his- 
tory these important divisions of the race 
were unknown, but every other dispensation 
has been or will be occasioned by one of these, 
and its characteristics stamped upon it. 


Then, too, the spirit and law of one period 
differ widely from all others, because the di- 
vine revealing is on an ever ascending scale. 
The purposes of God unfold with the onward 
march of time, and his work in a given period 
is distinct from all others, past or future. 
The special attribute God is revealing in any 
given period determines the spirit of that 
period. In the first dispensation, when he 
was revealing his goodness and power, the 
spirit was different from that of the next, 
when everything had meaning from the view- 
point of the fiery mount. And how different 
the spirit of the law from that of the gospel. 
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The one is on a moral plane, the other, on 
the highest spiritual plane. The spirit of the 
gospel belongs to a people and a plane infinitely 
beyond that of the law. This will find illus- 
tration in the study of these special periods. 

The laws governing character and conduct 
in each period reveal the gradual progress in 
the divine plan for the redemption of the race. 
In the first dispensation conscience was a law 
unto man; in the second, the moral code; 
and in the third (the present), the law of love, 
which includes all other laws, but belongs to 
the highest plane, and gives a new and larger 
meaning to life. 

Samuel was an obedient servant when he 
hewed Agag to pieces under the Mosaic law, 
but under grace it would be absolutely con- 
trary to the teachings of the Christ. 


EVOLUTION—ITS TWOFOLD MEANING. 


The scientists have arrogated this term to 
their own special realm, but it primarily be- 
longs to the moral and spiritual planes, and 
finds its proper meaning in dispensational 
truth. 

The ‘‘ building of the centuries’’ shows a 
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clearly defined purpose, and a gradual devel- 
opment along certain lines in keeping with 
the true principles of evolution, but not al- 
ways in a good sense. He is blind indeed 
who cannot see advancement by successive 
stages toward maturity and material perfec- 
tion on a natural plane. God has been un- 
folding gradually as by a natural process, a 
normal state, an ideal life, and the possibilities 
of human attainment through patient toil. 
These truths lie on the surface; hence it is 
that the naturalists have formulated their the- 
ories from these, while the deeper and more 
potent processes have evaded their search. 
There has been progress in science and art ; 
through discovery and invention ; but more 
manifest than this has been the development 
of man’s possibilities in a bad sense. The 
evolution of man is a demonstrated fact. 
There has been growth, and “‘ by a series of 
continuous, progressive changes, a complex 
organism has been developed from a simple 
beginning.’’ But evolution means the work- 
ing out or unfolding of a life or nature from 
its embryonic state into its highest possibili- 
ties; and this has been God’s method with 
man—therefore He is scientific ! 
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Man’s fallen nature during four millen- 
niums passed through a gradual series of pro- 
cesses until its perfect development was 
reached when he murdered Christ—the Crea- 
tor! In the first dispensation man was 
proven to be ungodly; in the second, a sin- 
ner; and in the third, an enemy. And the 
enmity of the human heart had its highest 
expression at the Cross. 

But coexistent with this has been a process 
of evolution ‘in keeping with the most opti- 
mistic views—the gradual revealing of God’s 
nature and attributes to the world. Every 
stage in the development of man’s perverse 
nature afforded an opportunity for God to re- 
veal himself; the highest test of man’s wick- 
edness occasioned the richest display of divine 
grace and love. 

This divine unfolding is the chief element 
in dispensational truth, giving distinctive fea- 
tures to the four grand periods of time in 
which the divine nature and will shall be fully 
revealed. They may be named as follows: 
Dispensation of conscience ; of law; of grace ; 
and of righteousness.* 

* A Dispensational and Prophetic chart by the 
writer will prove an invaluable aid to the Bible 
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EVOLUTION IN A BAD SENSE—DEVELOPING 
THE POSSIBILITIES OF THE HUMAN HEART. 


1st Period—Adam to Abraham—man was 
proven to be ungodly (Rom. 5.6). 

2d Period—Abraham to the Cross—man 
was proven to be a sinner (Rom. 5.7). 

3d Period—Cross to Advent—man is proven 
to be an enemy (Rom. 5.9). 

4th Period—The Millennium—man will 
prove himself to be a rebel (Rev. 20.8, 9). 


EVOLUTION IN A GOOD SENSE—REVEALING 
THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. 


1st Period—God revealed his goodness and 
power (Rom. 1.20). 

2d Period—God revealed his holiness and 
justice (Rom. 7.12). 

3d Period—God is revealing his grace and 
wisdom (Rom. 11.33). 

4th Period—God will reveal his righteous- 
ness and truth to the world (Isaiah 26.9). 
student. It sketches the whole course of time, shows 
the Coming of Christ at end of this age, and future 
glorious Kingdom. It is printed on cloth paper 
(10 x 30 inches) in five different colors. For sale by 


the Young Ladies’ Christian League, 21 East 26th 
Street, New York City. 
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PRE-HISTORIC PERIODS 


Revelation is concerned with the ‘‘age 
times’’ (2 Tim. 1.9), and not with dateless, 
timeless periods. 

These, whether in the past or future, are 
veiled, and will only be revealed in that eter- 
nal world where they will be a proper study 
for the redeemed. But just what is meant by 
the ‘‘age times’’ is the point of difference 
among Bible interpreters. The scholarly lit- 
eralist sees no difficulty in the first chapter of 
Genesis as to the course of time. The days, 
to him, are literal days which were created 
with reference to man’s well-being, and as a 
wise provision for all future ages. The day 
that God made was placed under the rule of 
the sun, which determined then, as now, its 
length —twenty-four hours—and no fair 
method of exegesis can read into it any other 
meaning. 

Then, too, the book of Genesis is conceded 
to be a book of beginnings, in which the 
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Builder of the ages has sketched with wonder- 
ful precision his plan for the whole course of 
time. To regard these days as great periods 
destroys at once the type and constructive 
plan intended here. On the other hand, if 
we regard these days as literal and limited, we 
have in them a threefold meaning : 

1. They measure and mark the periods of 
human life—the week of toil and day of rest 
so wisely arranged by God for the well-being 
of mankind. 

2. They are typical of the whole course of 
‘human history, and determine the duration of 
‘the ‘‘age times.’’ ‘A day with the Lord is 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one natural day.’ The seventh day fore- 
‘shadows the millennial rest on the natural 
plane, and the eternal state on the spiritual 
plane (2 Peter 3.8). 

3. They teach, when taken in their literal 
and limited sense, the seven creative steps in 
the spiritual life—a growth up into salvation 
until the Christ-life in full image is seen. 
‘The evident progress in the work of these 
days, in which chaos was changed to cosmos, 
points unerringly to the important stages in 
a transformed life. 
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There is no need to regard these days as 
vast periods of time in order to harmonize 
the Geologic with the Scripture records. The 
first verse of the Scripture narrative an- 
nounces the creation in the beginning—of 
dateless, timeless periods if you like. The 
second verse introduces a chaotic state out of 
which order and harmony are brought. The 
seven days of Genesis have to do with the 
re-forming of things ali eady created in ages as 
remote as the Geologic theories may require. 

Dr. Chalmers taught in his St. Andrews 
lectures (1814) that between the first act of 
creation which evoked out of the previous 
nothing the matter of the heavens and earth 
and the first act of the first day’s work re- 
corded in Genesis, periods of vast duration 
may have intervened. But further, he in- 
sisted that the days themselves were but nat- 
ural days of twenty-four hours each ; that the 
record in Genesis has reference to but the ex- 
isting creation ; and that there lay between it 
and the preceding ones a chaotic period of 
death and darkness. 

Hugh Miller confesses that this is still re- 
garded as the most popular of the various ex- 
isting schemes, but adds that ‘‘the scheme of 
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reconciliatlon which harmonized the Geologic 
and Mosaic records in 1814 is no longer ade- 
quate, and mainly through a peculiarity in 
the order in which geological fact has been 
evolved and accumulated in this country !”’ 
Miller also confessed that he once believed 
with Chalmers that the six days of Genesis 
were simply natural days of twenty-four hours 
each—‘‘that they had composed the entire 
work of existing creation, and that the latest 
of the geologic ages was separated by a great 
chaotic gap from our own.’’ It was only 
near the close of his eventful life that he 
adopted the scheme of reconciliation which 
accepts the six days of creation as vastly ex- 
tended periods. He says: ‘‘ No blank chaotic 
gap of death and darkness separated the crea- 
tion to which man belongs from that of the 
old extinct elephant, hippopotamus and hyena; 
for familiar animals, such as the red deer, the 
roe, the fox, the wildcat, and the badger, 
lived throughout the period which connected 
their times with our own; and so I have been 
compelled to hold that the six days of creation 
were not natural but prophetic days, and 
stretched far back into the bygone eternity.’’ 
Professor Miller spent the closing years of 
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his life endeavoring to prove that the Geologic 
and Mosaic records can be harmonized only 
by the long-day method; but one cannot help 
feeling that his arguments are based on an 
assumption too vague and uncertain to carry 
conviction with them, and especially does it 
appear so to one devoted to a conscientious 
and critical interpretation of the Scriptures. 

Those who adopt Miller’s scheme of har- 
mony are compelled to treat the inspired Rec- 
ord as a vague and rhetorical statement, 
instead of regarding it as a literal and accu- 
rate record of facts in which precision is as 
much a feature asin a mathematical rule; and 
this it proves to be to those who are ac- 
quainted with the Author, and have the 
anointed eye to see wondrous things in his 
law. 
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DISPENSATION OF CONSCIENCE 


FROM ADAM TO ABRAHAM—4004 B. C. TO 
1O2Te Bec, 


This enduring relic of man’s original self 
—the silent monitor reminding him of his re- 
lation and duty to his Creator, was the stand- 
ard of human conduct—the law by which he 
was accused or excused for nearly two thousand 
years. ‘There was no revelation. God had 
not as yet spoken in thunder tones from 
Mount Sinai, nor revealed Himself in the per- 
son of His Son. Being without law’, there 
was no proper standard of right or conviction 
of sin, for ‘‘ by the lawis the knowledge of 
sin.’’ There were no clearly defined limita- 
tions, hence there could be no actual trans- 
gression; for transgression means stepping 
over the line. But in the dawn of the ages 
God was very near to mankind, and His voice 
was often heard in rebuke, as to Cain’; or in 
counsel, as to Noah (Genesis 6.13). 

1 Rom. 2.14. 2 Gen. 4.14. 
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There were at least three things to point 
out the way of life in this dispensation: Na- 
ture as an open book ; promise of the Seed of 
the woman as a deliverer; and conscience as 
a guide to human conduct. 

1. The book of nature lay open wide before 
them; in which, by the aid of conscience, 
they could have easily read the mind and 
ways of God, and offered acceptable worship 
to the Giver of life. It was then, as now, 


true that 


‘*Harth’s crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush aflame with God ; 
But only he who sees takes off his shoes.’’ 


And in nature’s book they were not un- 
taught. God had revealed it unto them’; for 
the invisible things of him from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being under- 
stood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and divinity, so that they were 
without excuse’. The heavens declared the 
glory of God’, and the earth, teeming with 
life, revealed His power and divinity ; for life 
on every plane is a miracle. 

When Napoleon and his generals were sail- 
ing down the Mediterranean, the little com- 


? Rom. 1.1. 4 Rom. 1.20. 5 Psalm 19. 
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pany to a man reasoned to their own satisfac- 
tion that there was no God in the world; but 
the ‘‘iman of destiny’’ pointed to the deep, 
blue heavens now studded with brilliant gems, 
and said: ‘‘Your arguments are very good, 
gentlemen, but who made the stars?’’ It is 
needless to say that a painful silence fell upon 
the company, for they stood convicted in the 
presence of eternal truth. ‘‘The starry 
heavens tell nightly to the listening earth the 
story of their birth.’’ 

The divine is revealed in the natural’®. 
Omnipotence is written in the mountains. 
They speak eloquently of power and enduring 
strength. The substance may be seen in the 
shadow. ‘‘ Brother Lawrence,’’ the French 
cook who became the famous saint, was con- 
verted while walking through a desolate for- 
est. Suddenly it flashed upon his mind that 
those barren trees would soon be clothed with 
green foliage, quivering in the summer breeze. 
From that came the thought that God was 
there and everywhere; and from that mo- 
ment he believed in the Omnipotent One, 
and practiced the presence of God to the end 
of a beautiful life. 

6 Rom. 1.20. 
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The spacious firmament on high, 

With all the blue ethereal sky, 

And spangled heavens, a shining frame 
Their great Original proclaim. 

The unwearied sun from day to day, 
Does his Creator’s power display, 

And publishes to every land 

The work of an Almighty hand. 


Soon as the evening shades prevail 

The moon takes up the wondrous tale 
And nightly to the listening earth, 
Repeats the story of her birth. 

Whilst all the stars that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And spread the truth from pole to pole. 


What though in solemn silence all 
Move round this dark terrestrial ball, 
What though no real voice nor sound 
Amid their radiant orbs be found ; 

In reason’s ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice ; 
Forever singing as they shine, 

The Hand that made us is divine.. 


2. They had the divine promise from the 
earliest touch of sin of an emancipator in the 
Seed of the woman’, and this promise was 
handed down from father to son through suc- 
cessive generations. In keeping with this 
promise they were taught to worship by 
sacrifice as an expression of their faith and 

‘Gen. 3.15. 
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hope (Gen. 3.21; 4.3, 4). Perhaps in a more 
literal sense than now men talked face to face 
with God—‘‘ from thy face shall I be hid”’ 
(Gen. 4. 14). 

As it is written, they knew God, but glori- 
fied him not as God, neither were they thank- 
ful (Rom. 1.21). Turning from the light 
their foolish hearts became darkened, and the 
most wicked idolatry and heathen superstition 
gradually supplanted intelligent worship. 

3. In the absence of fuller light, they had 
conscience as a witness to character and con- 
duct (Rom. 2.15; 9.1). Conscience was not 
then, nor is it now, a true standard of life or 
action. At best it can only demand obedience 
to one’s truest knowledge of right and duty. 
It is a monitor, not ateacher. It tells us to 
do right, but not what right is. Conscience 
is not a safe guide; it sets up no standard, 
but holds man to the highest standard he 
knows, and tothe highest sense of right-be- 
ing, and right-doing, he possesses. The light 
given shall always be the measure of respon- 
sibility in every stage of human progress, 
and in every condition of life. Rejected light 
invariably ends in darkness here, and will fur- 
nish the occasion, and form the basis, of judg- 
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ment for all classes in the day of final rewards 
(Acts-17.31). 

In this dispensation man was proven to be 
ungodly rather than a sinner—failing to 
measure up to God-likeness, or sons of God. 
It ended in idolatry and moral darkness, and 
the race was judicially set aside to give place 
to God’s purposes of sovereign grace. 
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FROM ABRAHAM TO THE CROSS—1I9g2I B. C. 
TOA. De 20; 


In this dispensation we have a fuller revela- 
tion of God, who manifested himself through 
other attributes of his character, thus shed- 
ding more light upon man’s pathway, and 
greatly increasing his responsibility. In 
marked contrast with the present period of 
grace, the nineteen centuries on the other side 
of the Cross were shaped and moulded from the 
fiery mount. There Jehovah revealed Himself 
as the thrice-holy God, whose throne is estab- 
lished in righteousness and judgment (Psalm 
97-2). 

The law had a three-fold purpose. It re- 
vealed the essential attributes of God; it was 
a perfect measure of man; and it embodied 
the basic principles of government. 

1. The law embodied the essential attri- 
butes of God—holiness and justice; and for 
this reason the spirit and history of this period 
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form such a striking contrast with the age in 
which we live. The fearful carnage, the sud- 
den destruction that overtook men and cities, 
as well as the merciless punishment of man’s 
enemies and God’s, all find explanation in 
the fact that the law is not grace, neither can 
it show mercy. 

Elijah was in the will of God when he called 
fire down from heaven and destroyed his ene- 
mies, but when James and John essayed to do 
the same in fellowship with the same Master, 
they met with a severe rebuke (Luke 9.54). 

When the tribe of Levi, in obedience to 
Moses’ command, grasped their swords and 
slew every man his brother, father and neigh- 
bor, it called forth heaven’s approval, and se- 
cured the promotion of the tribe to dis- 
tinguished place and service. The same 
deeds in this age would be regarded as the 
most atrocious crimes, which would be sum- 
marily rewarded by retributive justice. 

The explanation of these apparent contra- 
dictions will be found in considering the atti- 
tude of God toward man in the different 
dispensations ; the attribute He is revealing 
with its related truths; or the particular divis- 
ion of the race under consideration. 
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During this second period, which received 
its nature and meaning from the law, God’s 
righteous judgments upon individuals, cities, 
and nations, were a constant witness to His 
holiness, which, because of its nature, must 
overtake every element of evil; and to His 
justice whose claims must be fully met by the 
sinner, or his substitute. 


2. The law was a perfect measure of man, 
and being this it proved him to be a sinner ; 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin’. The 
law revealed a thrice-holy God, before whom 
man cannot stand; a God of infinite justice 
also, before whom he is utterly condemned. 
Thus the further revelation of the divine na- 
ture the more man’s true character is seen. 
As the clear rays of sunlight reveal the parti- 
cles of dust otherwise not seen by the natural 
eye, so the fierce light from Mount Sinai il- 
lumined the dark parts of man’s nature, and 
discovered to him his possibilities for evil. 
God knew from the beginning the heights and 
depths of man’s sinful heart, and He alone 
could reveal it to him and convince him of its 
truth. Neither was it necessary to place the 

1 Rom. 3.20. 
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entire race under the law to prove that man’s 
heart was ‘‘ deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked ;’’ for ‘‘as in water face 
answereth to face, so the heart of man to 
man.’’ Israel’s test was the test of all man- 
kind—‘‘there is no difference.’’ If the 
‘chosen seed,’’ measured by this standard, 
were declared unrighteous, then there is none 
righteous, no not one. Did the law prove 
Israel to be exceeding sinful? Then ‘‘all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God.”’ 

And these were the natural results of a law 
of inflexible holiness which, like a mirror, 
faithfully revealed the uncleanness of man, 
that he might see his need of the fountain of 
divine grace for cleansing. 

(1) The law was not given as a ladder on 
which to climb to heaven—it was not intended 
to give life; for if there had been a law given 
that could give life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law (Gal. 3.21). 

(2) The law could not justify a man— 
‘‘knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ ; for by the works of the law shall no 
flesh be justified’’ (Gal. 2.16). 
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(3) Man could not attain to righteousness 
under the law—‘‘for if righteousness came 
by the law then Christ is dead in vain; but 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
to every one that believeth’’ (Rom. 10.4). 

(4) It was, and is, the world’s teacher, to 
reveal man’s need of Christ (Gal. 3.24). 

a. It was added because of transgression 
(Gal. 2.19). 

6. To give the knowledge of sin (Rom. 3.20). 

c. It brings the sinner under wrath (Rom. 
4.15). 

d. It curses him (Gal. 3.10). 

e. It condemns him to death (Rom. 7.9, 10). 

jy. It brought the whole world in guilty be- 
fore God, so that he might have mercy upon 
all (Rom. 3.19). 


3. The law embodied the basic principles of 
government—the principles on which Christ’s 
kingdom shall be established. And since the 
kingdom is the theme of the Psalms, the 
spirit of the law must breathe through them, 
rather than the spirit of the gospel. Concern- 
ing sorrow and trial, prayer and praise, the 
Psalmist touches every chord in the ‘‘ harp of 
life ;’? but the spirit and doctrine of the 
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Psalms do not harmonize with this present 
period of grace. The vindictiveness, the call 
for swift judgment upon one’s enemies, are 
directly opposed to New Testament teaching. 
The key-word of the Psalms is the kingdom ; 
and therefore, David, who was a typical king, 
as well as a true prophet, expressed the spirit 
of the king and the teachings of the kingdom 
in the Psalms. Not less than one-third of the 
Psalms speak plainly of the kingdom which 
Christ came to establish, but which through 
unbelief was set aside. He came unto his 
own things—his kingdom and throne; and 
his own people received him not (John 1.11). 

A universal kingdom over which the divine 
David shall reign was the burden of the 
prophets and inspiration of the poets—it is 
the constant theme of the Psalms, In the 
second Psalm Christ is anointed king on Zion’s 
holy hill; in the ninth, he is judge of the 
world dwelling in Zion ; in the twenty-second, 
the kingdom is the Lord’s, and he is governor 
among the nations; in the seventy-second, 
we have millennial felicity when all kings. 
shall bow before him, and all nations serve 
him. ‘The ninety-seventh speaks of the peo- 
ple seeing his glory ; in the one hundred and 
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forty-fifth, ‘they speak of the glory of his 
kingdom and tell of his power;’ and in the 
one hundred and forty-ninth, the children 
of Zion (Restored Israel) are joyful in their 
king. 

The dispensation of law was also the period 
of prophecy, and therefore the spirit of one 
must be the spirit of the other. The kingdom 
and the church are the two great themes of 
Scripture ; and since the church was a secret 
hid in God (not in Scripture), and revealed 
only to Paul’, the prophets say nothing about 
it; for they were entirely ignorant of such an 
institution. The theme of the prophets is the 
establishment of ‘‘the throne of the Lord”’ 
on earth, and they are constantly foretelling 
the nature and extent of Christ’s reign from 
that throne over the ji/th universal empire, 
“out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem ”’ 
(Isa. 2.3). 


when 


The spirit of the law is the spirit of pro- 
phecy, the theme of which is the kingdom. 
And this fact kept before the reader will open 
up every difficult portion of prophetic lore, 
and give the intended meaning to every utter- 

SU ph.23.3.4 
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ance of the inspired seer (Isaiah 9.7; 11.4; 
Dan:7.14 >) Joel-3:17;; Zech..1450) 
This dispensation ends in judgment—at the 
Cross (John 12.31). 
41 
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DISPENSATION OF GRACE 
Eph. 3.2. 


FROM THE CROSS TO THE SECOND ADVENT. 


The Cross, which ended the period of the 
law and ushered in the present dispensation 
of grace, is the rock on which the ages have 
been built, and the solitary pedestal on which 
two eternities rest ; the midnight hour of the 
world’s dark night of sin, as well as the noon- 
tide of the world’s bright day of hope; the 
centre of all revelation and the key to all 
truth. From this mountain top we can look 
back over the centuries and see unerring 
Wisdom directing the course of human events 
to this awful climax of human crime, and 
revelation of the divine heart of changeless 
love. From this view-point we can look 
down through the ‘‘ages to come,’’ and a 
glorious future looms up before us of infinite 
possibilities for the race. 

The Cross was the scene of earth’s greatest 
conflict, where the mightiest forces in the 
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universe converged, and the destiny of worlds 
was decided. It was not only the richest dis- 
play of divine grace, but also the world’s 
judgment as to sin (John 12.31). The sin 
question was settled according to the demands 
of eternal justice. Every claim of God’s 
throne was fully met in Christ’s finished 
work, and the mercy-seat is established on 
the very foundation of justice and judg- 
ment where saint and sinner are, alike, re- 
ceived. 

It is only at the Cross that we see all the 
divine attributes acting in fullest energy, 
perfectly harmonized, and in His boundless 
love baptized. There ‘‘ mercy and truth met 
together ; righteousness and peace kissed each 
other’.’? God in covenant relation with Christ 
is in a position to allow streams of grace to 
flow out, not now alone to Israel, but to the 


ce 


farthest extent of human need—to ‘‘ whoso- 
ever will.’ The unbelief that rejected Isra- 
el’s Messiah stayed not heaven’s blessings, 
but rather furnished the occasion for divine 
grace to leap over every bound, and reach out 
to every clime, and to all classes and condi- 
tions of mankind. 
1 Psalm 85.10, 
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I. God is now on a throne of grace (Heb. 
AlIO.; (REV./g..28). 

Through the Cross God’s attitude toward 
the world is entirely changed. Christ’s pres- 
ence on the Father’s throne’ as an inter- 
cessor®* and advocate’ changed that throne 
established on righteousness and judgment to 
a throne of grace, from which he can extend 
to man free and unmerited favor, and not only 
pardon, but justify from all things (Acts 13. 
39). 

1. Hence the present period is called ‘“‘the 
dispensation of the grace of God,’’ because 
He is dispensing grace rather than justice or 
righteousness (Titus 2.11; Eph. 3.2; 2 Peter 
2.0, 5 Fe plea) 

2. The precious blood of Christ ‘‘ inside the 
veil’’ makes the throne of divine justice, now 
a throne of grace (Psalm 89.14; Heb. 9.11- 
14; 4. 14). 

The contrast between these is shown in the 
following couplet: | 

The ‘‘ Blood of the Lamb’’—the throne of 
grace (Rev. 5.9; 1 Peter 1.19). 

The ‘‘ Wrath of the Lamb’’—the throne of 
judgment (Rev. 6.16; Psalm 2.12). 

2 Revs. 2K > Rom. 8.34. ery ((odebey i,t, 
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3. Divine grace is flowing out to all the 
race in the present age (John 3.16; Rom. 3. 
Boog.) Romo roe. Titus 2.205 “Col. 3.01)° 
Acts 10.34; Rev. 22.17). 

4. The attribute of divine wisdom is 
specially revealed in the arrangement and 
work of this dispensation. After Paul’s 
splendid argument in Romans, 11th chapter, 
in which he shows that the blindness of Israel 
was overruled by bringing the Gentiles into 
grace—that through their unbelief we have 
obtained mercy’, and that the fall of Israel 
was the riches of the world, he exclaims: 
‘©O, the depth of the riches, both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God! how unsearcha- 
ble are His judgments, and His ways past find- 
ing out’? (Rom. 11.33; Eph. 3. 10). 

But this period of abundant grace is limited 
to the present dispensation, at the close of 
which the throne of grace shall suddenly be 
changed to a throne of judgment’; when the 
blood of the Lamb shall cease to stay the 
hand of justice, and the wrath of the Lamb, 
shall be kindled against his enemies. Then 
the cry for mercy shall not be heard (Prov. 1. 
24-26; Psalm 2.12). 

5 Rom, I1.30. 6 Rev. 4.2-5. 7 Rev. 6.16. 
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II. This period is also called the dispensa- 
tion of the church (Acts 15.14; Eph. 3.5, 6; 
Rom. 11.11, 15). 

The seven churches of Asia represented 
seven stages of the church’s history, reaching 
on to the end of the age. 

There are certain truths that belong to this 
parenthetical period which give character to 
it, and find their proper meaning in it. These 
truths have reference to the special purpose 
and work of this church age, and would not 
be applicable to any other. Peter calls them 
PRESENT TRUTH", and they may be named as 
follows : 

1. The absence of Christ from the earth (John 
14:135 275139 9 Peter 3.225 Lake1p- 92,52) 

His absence from the scene of his sufferings 
and future glory (Isaiah 66.18) is not a loss 
but a great gain to his people. 

(1) It secures for us another Comforter’, 
sent in his name to testify of him’, and to 
bring to our remembrance all his words (John 
14.26). 

(2) It secures to us an indwelling Christ as 
our life and power for service (Gal. 2.20; Col. 
127). 


8 2 Peter 1.12 ® John 14.16. 10 John 15.26. 
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(3) It gives the believer the upward look, 
turning his eyes from earthly to heavenly 
things (Col. 3.1-4; Phil. 3.20). 

2. The presence of Christ at God’s right 
’ hand, where through his intercession" and 
advocacy” the believer is kept in the enjoy- 
ment of his salvation. 

3. The presence of the Holy Spirit on earth 
to dwell in the believer, and to rebuke and re- 
strain evil in the world. 

4. The building of the church (Acts 15. 14). 
The church, and not the kingdom, is the in- 
stitution God is building in this age, which is 
a feature of special interest. It is this that 
gives explanation to this day of God’s long- 
suffering, and the only key that unlocks 
every dark and secret chamber in the sacred 
halls of prophetic lore. The mystery hid in 
God from the beginning of the world was re- 
vealed to the great apostle to the Gentiles, 
that Israel’s rejection of their Messiah meant 
their own rejection”, God having turned to 
the Gentiles to take out a people upon whom 
Christ’s name should be called’*—a people 
baptized into one body by the Spirit, and fit 

11 Rom. 8.34. 13 Hosea 1.9. 
12 y John 2.1. 14 Acts 15.14. 
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ted for the nearest place, and highest service 
in the kingdom of His Son. 

The church has a heavenly calling’, heav- 
enly position’’, and heavenly possessions”, in 
contrast with Israel, whose calling, position, 
and possessions are earthly (Gen. 15.13). 
Altho not mentioned in the Old Testament, it 
is there foreshadowed with perfect accuracy 
and divine precision. Among the types the 
Golden Candlestick is the most interesting, 
teaching as it does the true mission of the 
church as the light of the world. In the New 
Testament the church is compared to a city 
of which God’s throne is the centre and light. 
It is also compared toa temple, in which the 
shining forth of divine glory shall call for 
ceaseless praise; a home, meaning ‘‘ our 
- Father’s house,’’ where all alike are objects of 
His care, eternal relationships established, and 
sweetest fellowship enjoyed ; a bride, because 
it is being fitted for the presence of Christ, 
with a nature to respond to his love, and for 
partnership in the affairs of his kingdom. 

To be ‘‘workers together with God,”’ it is 
important that we understand what He is do- 
ing—what is the nature of His present mes- 

see brraiite 1¢ Eiph: 2:6. MEDD Tye 
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sage to the world, and the results desired, in 
order that we may grasp His larger thought, 
and work in harmony with His Spirit in carry- 
ing forward his eternal purposes. His pur- 
pose in this present age is not the redemption 
of the race. God’s will shall yet be done on 
earth as it is in heaven, and the time is surely 
coming when all shall know Him from the 
least to the greatest—but not in this dispensa- 
tion. For this reason those who believe that 
the preseut gospel testimony is intended to 
convert the world, have cause for great dis- 
couragement at the meagre results in that di- 
rection. If the present world-wide effort to 
evangelize the race were intended to bring the 
world to the feet of Christ, it would surely 
succeed. But when we notice that the earthly 
kingdom and its related truths were set aside 
when the King came unto his own things, 
and his own people received him not; and 
that now during his absence a select people 
are being prepared for his immediate pres- 
ence, who shall share his position and honor 
when he shall rule the nations from David’s 
throne, we shall then see the importance of 
working in line with the special purpose of 
this day of patient grace. 
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5. Resurrection Life (Col. 1.27). 

Resurrection life was unknown to believers 
on the other side of the Cross. It is only in 
this age that the risen Christ lives in the be- 
liever, imparting resurrection life and power 
to him (Phil. 3.10). 

(1) We are saved by his resurrection life 
(Rom. 5.10). 

(2) We get a new standing on resurrection 
ground (Rom. 5.18). 

(3) We shall be glorified through the risen 
Christ in us (Rom. 8.30; Col. 1.27). 

The Spirit of Christ in us is an earnest of 
the resurrection of the body (Rom. 8.11, 
2a) 

6. The Apostasy which will characterize 
the close of this age. 

(1) Its effect upon the church, 1 Tim. 4.1; 
2 Tim. 3.1-9; Rev. 3.14-18. 

(2) Its effect upon the world, 2 Thess. 2.1- 
12; 2 Tim. 4.3, 4; 2 Peter 3.3-18 Jude 
18. 

7. The Coming of the Lord. 

The Coming of the Lord, which is the 
proper hope of the believer, will be the logical 
end of this age (Acts 1.11; ‘Titus 2.137; 
1 Thess. 4.16; 1.9, 10). 
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III. This parenthetical period may be called 
the age of Mystery. The present dispensation 
was a mystery hid in God from the beginning 
of the world’, and was therefore unnoticed in 
the prophetic outline of Jewish or Gentile 
times. None of the prophets saw or foretold 
this day of God’s patient grace. The disci- 
ples were ignorant of it at the close of Christ’s 
ministry, for they asked: ‘‘ Wilt thou at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel*?’’ Peter 
was not taught it, but he referred to Paul as 
having special wisdom concerning this day of 
God’s long-suffering (2 Peter 3.15). 

Paul was chosen as the apostle to the Gen- 
tiles to build the Gentile church, and it was 
to him that God gave special revelation con- 
cerning this age”. These revelations were 
probably given to him while on Arabian 
desert before entering upon his ministry 
(Gal. 1.17). 

The present is a mysterious age because it 
was not mentioned in prophecy, but was kept 
secret in the heart of God until Paul. The 
mysteries when made known to him became 
revelations which we may understand. Among 
the things not made known in other ages but 

18 Eph, 3,9. 19 Acts 1.6. 20 Gal. 1.12, 
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revealed to the great apostle to the Gentiles 
are the following: | 

1. That blindness in part happened to Is- 
rael until the fulness of the Gentiles be come 
in (Rom. 11.25). It was God’s purpose that 
through their unbelief we should obtain 
mercy (Rom. 11.30). 

(1) This blindness was the result of unbe- 
lief (Rom. 11.8, 20). 

(2) They are still blind (2 Cor. 3.14, 15; 
Hosea 3.4). 

(3) But it is a partial blindness (2 Cor. 3. 
16; Hosea 1.10;. Hosea 3.5; Rom. 11.26). 

(4) This blindness will result in the riches 
of the Gentiles, and of the world (Rom. 11.12). 

(5) It will end when the times of the Gen- 
tiles are fulfilled*', which will be at the com- 
ing of the Lord (Luke 21.24~-27). 

2. Another mystery revealed to Paul was 
that in this age there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, but the ‘‘one body’’ to which all be- 
lievers are joined by the Holy Spirit”. The 
nature of this one body was revealed to Paul 
(Eph. 3.3-6). 

(1) It is a mystical body (1 Cor. 6.15; 10. 
Wy fh Cf 

1 Luke 21.24. 27 Te Cota Tanna: 
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(2) This one body is the church (Eph. 1. 
22, 24). 

(3) It is composed chiefly of Gentiles 
(Acts 15.14; Eph. 3.6), 

(4) Christ is the Head of this body (Col. 1. 
18), and believers are the members (Eph. 5.30). 

(5) This body is dependent upon the Head 
for nourishment and growth (Col. 2.9). 

(6) This body now enters into the suffer- 
ings of the Head (Col. 1.24; Rom. 8.17). 

(7) It is called the bride, the Lamb’s wife 
(Eph. 5.25; Rev. 21.10). 

3. Christ in the believer as an earnest of a 
pertect life, and hope of glory (Col. 1.27). 

(1) To be in Christ is to be saved and 
justified; to have Christ in you is to be 
cleansed and sanctified. 

(2) To be in Christ is to be lifted to the 
throne; to have ‘‘Christ in you’’ is to be 
fitted for that exalted place. 

(3) Christ is in us as our eternal life 
(i Jolin s, 12,/13> 3,155 Rom. 8.9); 

(4) He dwells in us by faith (Eph. 3.17). 

(5) He is there to reveal his love (Eph. 3. 
18, 19). 

(6) He is there as our power for service 
(Eph. 3:20 ; Phil.’ 4.13): 
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(7) He is there to keep the body of sin in 
the place of death (Rom. 8.10). 

4. The Gospel to all nations for the obedi- 
ence of faith (Rom. 16.25, 26), given to Paul 
by special revelation”. This has reference 
to ‘‘the gospel of the grace of God ’’ which 
was intended to supplant Judaism”; and for 
that reason it would take the place of ‘‘the 
gospel of the kingdom ’’ which was set aside 
with the rejection of the king’*, but which 
shall again be preached after the church is 
completed”. The gospel in this age is unique 
and distinct from every other message that 
has been, or shall be, divinely sent to man- 
kind. It offers more, and asks more, than 
any other gospel announced by man or angel. 

5. That all Christians should not sleep 
(die), but when Christ comes the living 
should be changed in the twinkling of an eye 
(1 Cor. 15.51). 

This has given the believer the coming of 
the Lord as his proper hope, and not death. 
Paul taught the young converts at Thessa- 
lonica to wait for His Son from heaven 
(1 Thess. 1.10). 


4 


33°Gal. I. 11, 12% 28 Acts 1.6-8. 
4 Gal. 2. 11-13. 26 Matt. 24.14. 
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6. The ‘‘mystery of iniquity’’ co-existent 
with the mystery of godliness has reference 
to Satan’s method of imitating God’s work 
from the beginning, and which will continue 
to the end of this age, when the ‘“‘ father of 
lies ’’ will be dethroned. 

It would seem that Satan’s most effectual 
method for working man’s ruin has been a 
cunning imitation of the divine workmanship 
—counterfeiting the great institutions of the 
ages. Through the various religions of the 
world which have had their origin with him, 
and works of evil which ape the works of 
God, he has accomplished more than through 
positive opposition to good. It affords an in- 
teresting study to trace his footsteps through 
the centuries and notice how closely he has 
followed the divine revealing, and how effectu- 
ally he has copied the Builder of the ages in 
every important work. 

(1) Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he 
and his host perished in the Red Sea through 
the influence of the magicians who were able 
to imitate the miracles of Moses (Ex. 7.11, 12). 

(2) When Jehovah was represented by 
prophets, Satan was represented by false 
prophets (1 Kings 18.21). 
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(3) When God was manifested in flesh, 
demons took possession of human _ bodies 
(Luke 8.27), and Judas was practically an in- 
carnation of Satan (John 13.17). 

(4) In this dispensation of the Spirit Satan 
is represented by seducing spirits (1 Tim. 4.1; 
John 16.8). 

(5) In this church age when the believer 
has access to a throne of grace, Satan has de- 
vised a system of communication with the 
demon world called Spiritism, by which many 
have been seduced. 

(6) It has been so ordained that noble 
Christian character should be built through 
the great doctrines of the Bible, and the ene- 
my apes this with ‘‘doctrines of demons,’’ to 
which many are giving heed. 

(7) In these ‘‘last days’’ when God is re- 
vealing to his people a larger and deeper spir- 
itual life, Satan keeps pace with that master- 
piece of his work called Christian Science— 
the most subtle blending of truth and error, 
including Spiritism and Metaphysics, Budd- 
hism and Theosophy, blended with modern 
advanced thought ! 

The climax will be reached when a trinity 
of evil shall successfully imitate the divine 
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trinity at end of this age, through which an 
unbelieving world shall be deceived. The last 
half of the Tribulation Week will be charac- 
terized by the reign of this false trinity—the 
Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet. ‘These 
three characters will resemble the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit in their offices, but in 
nature they will of course be their exact 
opposites. In them may be seen the ‘‘God 
of this world’’ imitating the ‘‘God of 
heaven.”’ 

It is called ‘‘the strong delusicn’’ that 
shall be divinely sent to a scoffing world, that 
they should believe a lie and be damned be- 
cause they believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thess. 2.11). 
A few comparisons will shed light upon this 
delusion by which a skeptical world shall be 
deceived (Rev. 13.3-8). 


The Dragon (Rev. 20.2). 


God has given Christ all power in 
heaven and in earth (Matt. 28.18). 
a. + The dragon will give Antichrist power 
over all kingdoms, tongues, and nations 
(Rev, 13.7). 
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( The Father has given to His Son 
David’s throne, from which he will 
reigrt at Jerusalem (Psalm 2; Luke 
132); 

The dragon will give Antichrist his 
seat, and he as God will take his seat in 
the temple at Jerusalem (2 Thess. 2.4; 
Rev. 13.2). 


The Beast (Rev. 13.1). 


All kings shall worship Christ, and 
all nations shall call him blessed (Psalm 
Qn 72). 
All that dwell upon the earth will 
. worship Antichrist (Rev. 13.8). 


Christ the King shall bear the wounds 
of Calvary (Rev. 5.6). 

Antichrist will bear a deadly wound 
(Rev. 13.3, 4). 


b. | 
Christ’s servants are commanded to 
do all in his name (Col. 3.17). 

a Antichrist’s servants will buy and sell 
in his name (Rev. 13.17). 
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The False Prophet (Rev. 13.11). 


The Holy Spirit represents Christ in 
a character and power (John 16.13). 

The false prophet will represent Anti- 
christ in character and power (Rev. 13. 


II-I2). 


¢ Christ was quickened (made alive) by 
the Spirit (1 Peter 3.18). 

The dead image of Antichrist will be 
given life by the false prophet (Rev. 13. 
15). 

The Holy Spirit seals all who are 

|e Christ’s (Eph. 1.13; 4.30). 

The false prophet will command all of 
teers s followers to be sealed (Rev. 
£3: 16): 


The dragon will come down from the 
heavenlies (Rev. 12.12); the beast will come 
from among the people (Rev. 13.1; 17.15); 
the false prophet will come up from the pit of 
the abyss (Rev. 13.11). And these are finally 
cast into the lake of fire—the beast and false 
prophet at the beginning of the millennial 
reign (Rev. 13.11); the dragon at the close 
of it (Rev. 20.10). 
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7. The last mystery to be noticed in this 
connection is the false church, called ‘‘ Baby- 
lon the great, the mother of harlots’’’’, which 
is also Satan’s cunning production. It is that 
wicked and corrupt system of Romanism— 
the great counterfeit of the true church. 
Here the imitation is easily traced : 

(1) The church of Christ is called a chaste 
virgin (2 Cor. 11.1-3). The false church is 
represented by a woman. 

(2) The church was a mystery hid in God 
(Eph. 3.3-6). The woman is called ‘‘ Mys- 
tery, Babylon”’ (v. 5). 

(3) The church is called a city (Rev. 21. 
10). Rome is called a great city (Rev. 18. 
IO). 

(4) The true church shall be arrayed in 
costly garments (Psalm 45.13, 14). The 
woman is arrayed in purple and scarlet (v. 4). 

(5) The true church has a cup of sacred 
memories and holy joys (1 Cor. 11.25, 26). 
The woman has acup of vile memories and 
sinful pleasures (v. 4). 

(6) The church shall bear the name of its 
true nature (Rev. 22.4). The woman has 
her true name written on her forehead (v. 4). 

1 Rev. 17.5. 
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(7) The church of Christ is inspired by 
the Spirit (Acts 2; Eph. 5.18). The false 
church is drunk with the blood of martyrs 
(v. 6). 


IV. This parenthetical period is also called 
the Dispensation of the Holy Spirit”, because 
of His official presence, since Pentecost, in the 
church and in the world. He is here as in 
no other age, to represent the interests of the 
divine trinity in an alien country.” The 
other Paraclete whom the Father promised 
could not come until Jesus was glorified. 
And from this we may infer that the Holy 
Spirit sent into the world was not exactly the 
same Spirit known to Old Testament saints ; 
having this distinction, that He who was sent 
as ‘‘another Comforter’’ lived in Jesus 
throughout his life of sufferings and sorrow, 
entering into all the experiences of the path 
of obedience, so that He might be a comforter 
indeed to earth’s tempted and toiling pil- 
grims. Hence it is that the Scriptures speak 
of the Paraclete and the Spirit of Christ as 
synonymous; for it was through the Holy 
Spirit in him that the Lord was enabled 

% Acts 2.333 John 16.7-11; 15.26. * John 16.8. 
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to endure, work miracles, and suffer unto 
death. 

No other distinction for the Spirit of this 
age is meant than this, that the Lord was not 
only fitted for his priestly office through a 
life of obedience, but that the Holy Spirit 
who dwelt in him, for the same reason re- 
ceived special fitness for representing him on 
earth as teacher and guide to his people. 
Paraclete means called to one’s side, to be- 
come an advocate as in a legal process, and, 
therefore, to champion one’s cause, to befriend 
and defend. And how eminently fitted the 
Holy Spirit is for this work! Having led the 
Son of God triumphantly through the laby- 
rinths of an earthly life in an alien world, He is 
sent to lead the sons of God through the same 
experiences and bring them home to glory. 

He was not only sent to the church but to 
the world, and therefore He has a two-fold 
mission. In the church He represents Christ, 
and speaks continually of him; in the world 
He represents the divine throne. He is heav- 
en’s Ambassador sent to look after God’s in- 
terests and defend His character in an evil 
age when the enmity of the human heart is 
so manifest. 
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His mission in the world is to 

(1) Restrain evil until the church is com- 
pleted (2 Thess. 2.7), and thus to hinder the 
man of sin until the appointed time; and 

(2) Constrain sinners to receive Christ 
(Gen. 24.58). 

His mission in the church is to 

(1) Restrain the flesh in the believer (Gal. 
5.17); and 

(2) Constrain him to walk in the path of 
obedience. 


V. This dispensation will end with the 
completion of the church and the return of 
her absent Lord, who shall lift her from 
scenes of suffering and humiliation to dis- 
tinguished place and service. 

Redemption is a word of widest application 
to the race. Israel shall yet be saved, and 
Judah shall dwell safely in the city of the great 
King. In the darkest regions of ignorance 
and superstition the heathen shall hear and 
return to the Lord, the nations of the earth 
shall dwell in peace in the full light of revela- 
tion, and the beams of his glory shall light up 
the universe forever. These await fulfilment. 
But the masterpiece of God’s workmanship, 
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the most costly jewel among the treasured 
trophies of Christ, is the church, which 
through the centuries is being built in blood 
and sorrow and tears. She will afford the 
richest display of sovereign grace, and remain 
an exhibition of redeeming love to the hosts 
of heaven and earth. 

This unique structure is the work of this 
dispensation. And when the last stone shall 
have been chiseled out of the rough, shape- 
less rock, and fitted into this temple polished 
after the similitude of a palace, the present 
period will begin to end with the cry, ‘‘ Be- 
hold the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to 
meet him.’’ 


The New Testament has but three impor- 
tant themes—the coming of Christ to Bethle- 
hem, his work and return to the Father; the 
descent of the Holy Spirit to gather out a 
people for his name; and the return of Christ 
for that people. 

The last of these themes is as prominent 
and literal and therefore as much a fact as 
the first. The same prophets who foretold 
his humble birth spake of his coming in 
glory. If the inspired prophecies concerning 


64 


Dispensation of Grace 


his first advent have passed into history, it is 
reasonable to conclude that the foretelling of 
his second advent will find a literal fulfilment. 

When the hour has come for heaven’s 
Royal Prince to take unto himself ‘‘the 
king’s daughter who is all glorious within,’’ 
he will not send Gabriel who stands in the 
presence of God; nor Michael, the prince of 
Israel ; nor angelic host, to conduct her into 
the ‘‘palace of the king.’’ He will come 
himself in person. ‘‘ This same Jesus shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven’ (Acts 1.11). 

As to the time of his coming, we are left in 
suspense and commanded to watch, for we 
know not the day nor hour; but it is in- 
tended that we should know the signs of 
his appearing. ‘‘In the last days perilous 
times shall come: men’s hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth.’’ Many shall 
depart from the faith, giving heed to seduc- 
ing spirits, and doctrines of demons—such as 
the final sanctification of the wicked, Spirit- 
ism, and Christian Science. And finally, we 
know that nearly six thousand years have 
passed into history, and that Christ’s reign 
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from David’s throne will begin with the sev- 
enth thousand, of which the Sabbath or sev- 
enth day is a natural type (Col. 1.17). 
‘‘When these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up and lift up your heads, for your 
redemption draweth nigh.”’ 

The following outline will bring the com- 
ing of the Bridegroom for his own fairly be- 
fore the mind; and it may also be suggestive 
in a homiletic way. 

The Second Coming of Christ in Relation 
to the Church. 

I. The Fact of His Coming. 

1. An important theme of the New Testa- 
ment. 

2. As true, as literal, and as much a fact as 
his coming to Bethlehem. 

3. It is used as an incentive to godliness 
(1 John 2.28), faithfulness (1 Peter 5.1-4), 
and service (1 Cor. 15.58). 

II. The Nature of His Coming. 

1. Not death (an enemy). We do not long 
for an enemy, but we are commanded to love 
his appearing. 

2. Not destruction of Jerusalem. A com- 
parison of Matt. 24.29 and Luke 21.24 will 
show this to be impossible. 
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3. Not end of the world; but it will mean 
the end of the age.* 

4. Himself in person. 

“*T will come again’’ (John 14.3). 

‘“ The Lord himself shall descend ’’ (1 Thess. 


4.16). 
‘* This same Jesus shall so come’’ (Acts I. 


II). 

5. He will come friendly. 

‘The voice of my Beloved, behold he com- 
eth, leaping upon the mountains, skipping 
upon the hills ’’ (Cant. 2.8). 


* The Greek words used in referring to the world 
are familiar to the Bible student. Kooyos, the ma- 
terial universe as well ordered and beautiful (Luke 
11.50); @zi@v,a long period of time; an unbroken 
age. According to Thayer, aiwyv is the world under 
the aspect of time; Ko6émos, under that of space. 
The N. T. writers use the word a/wyv to distin- 
guish this age of wickedness, calamity and misery, 
from the future age of glorious achievement and 
abundant blessing under the beneficent rule of the 
Messiah. 

When it is translated ‘ world’ it is often misleading. 
For example, when the disciples are made to say: 
Tell us, when shall these things be; and what shall 
be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world 
(Matt. 24. 3), they are misrepresented, for they only 
enquire as to the end of the aiwy or age—this age of 
weakness and failure which must precede the age of 
his glorious power, and which his coming would 
usher in. 
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‘He will not condemn, reproach, or up- 
braid’’ (Heb. 9.28). 

6. He will come silently. 

Nature proves that all of God’s construc- 
tive work is done silently, while his destruc- 
tive work is accompanied with noise. 

As there was no sound of a hammer in the 
construction of Solomon’s temple, so shalt it 
be in putting together the spiritual temple, of 
which that was an accurate type (1 Kings 6. 
7c pis 2222). 

7. He will come secretly. 

From the Lord’s teaching on the subject 
we may infer that he will come for the church 
in a way so mysterious as to leave the world 
entirely ignorant of what has happened, at 
least for a short season. 

III. The Effect of His Coming. 

1. Christ will be satisfied (Heb. 10.13; Isa. 
Sactt): 

2. We shall be satisfied when changed to 
his likeness (Psalm 17.15). 

3. The end of pain and sorrow. 

4. The reunion of loved ones (1 Thess. 4. 
T3iata): 

5. We shall be with Christ—the object of 
the heart’s affection (1 Thess. 4.17). 
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IV. The Time of His Coming. 

1. Considered dispensationally. 

Six thousand years are nearly complete, 
and the seventh thousand will usher in the 
reign of the Prince of Peace. 

2. Considered mathematically. 

This age being parenthetical, it is difficult 
to see how the prophetic figures could apply 
to it or measure its duration, for it is not 
even hinted at in prophecy; but this general 
rule can be laid down—all dates or figures 
that help to determine when six thousand 
years have passed into history are valuable; 
for the dawn of the seventh millennium will 
witness Israel’s promised Messiah ruling the 
earth from David’s throne. 

3. Scriptural signs: 

(1) Many shall depart from the faith. 

Briggs, Smith, Abbot, etc. 

(2) Giving heed to seducing spirits. 

Dowie, Sanford, etc. 

(3) And doctrines of demons. 

Christian Science, and all similar teachings 


precious blood of Christ.’’ 
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VI. 
THE GREAT TRIBULATION 


The Lord will come for the church as the 
‘‘bright and morning star,’’ which always 
appears before the break of day; and the 
darkest hour this world shall ever know will 
occur just before the rising of the ‘‘Sun of 
Righteousness’’ with healing in his wings. 

Like all others, this dispensation ends in 
judgment which will affect Israe] and the 
false church (Rome) in particular, and the 
nations in general. These three classes are 
constantly before usin the book of Revela- 
tion, where God’s governmental ways are so 
plainly written. 

As Enoch was lifted above the scenes of 
earth before the race was punished for its 
wickedness, so ‘‘the church, which is his 
body,’’ will be caught up before the judg- 
ments of God can descend upon a Christ-re- 
jecting world. 

As Noah’s house was safely kept in the 
midst of judgment scenes, so the faithful 
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remnant of Israel shall be sealed, and pass 
through the tribulation unhurt (Rev. 7). 

The dispensation of grace will end when 
the throne of grace is changed to a throne of 
judgment’, and this will occur when Christ 
shall leave his place of priestly service at the 
right hand of the Father, and take unto him 
his great power as rightful ruler of the world. 
This is the character he assumes when he re- 
ceives the sealed book from the Father’s hand 
in Rey. 5, in which authority is given him to 
execute judgment, rule the nations as with a 
shepherd’s rod, and establish righteousness 
in the earth (John 5.27). 

God hath appointed a day in which He 
will judge the world by that Man whom He 
hath ordained’. And that day will begin 
when the Father shall give the lowly Naza- 
rene a name and place more enviable than 
those given to the most favored sons of Adam 
whom the world has delighted to honor. He 
shall have a name above every name—King 
of kings and Lord of lords. He shall havea 
position of honor and power that no feeble 
clay-king will dispute, but every tongue 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 

1 Revelation 4. ZING ES ew 
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glory of God the Father. Every knee shall 
bow to his authority and swear allegiance to 
earth’s rightful King ; and every sceptre shall 
be laid at his feet, by which the kings of the 
earth will acknowledge that he is sovereign 
ruler of the world. 

The great tribulation gets its proper mean- 
ing in this, that God has a controversy with 
the world for the way they have treated His 
Son, and the severity of His righteous judg- 
ments shall reveal how keenly He has felt the 
insults heaped upon Jesus of Nazareth—the 
contempt for his name, the rejection of his 
atoning work, and the rebellion against his 
authority. The world has said, ‘‘We will 
not have this man rule over us;’’ but God 
has said, ‘‘He must reign until he shall have 
put down all rule and all authority, and all 
enemies under his feet*.’’ And what a reign 
it will be when a long-suffering God shall 
cease to have patience with the indifference 
and insults of the world, and shall command 
the Son to smite the nations of the earth for 
their wickedness. Then the blood of the 
Lamb shall cease to plead with men in a 
language eloquent with love and tenderness, 

Sit Cor. 152450253 
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and the wrath of the Lamb shall be seen in 
the destruction of his enemies (Rev. 6.16). 

The three series of judgments that will 
increase in severity until the vials ‘‘full of 
the wrath of God’’ shall be poured out, will 
affect three classes, but in different ways. 
They will be directed against the nations, but 
the Jews will also be punished for their 
dark unbelief; and the last blow shall be 
struck against Romanism which will be 
organized under Antichrist into a world relig- 
ion called Babylon (Rev. 16). | 

This dark period lasts at least seven years, 
it being the seventieth week necessary to con- 
summiate Israel’s history‘, and will be charac- 
terized by the reign of the false trinity— 
Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet. This will 
be a blasphemous counterfeit of Christ’s uni- 
versal reign which will immediately follow. 
In this the false Christ will so perfectly copy 
the true, that the whole world will be de- 
ceived (Rev. 13.3, 8). 

Antichrist will be a real person—‘‘ the man 
of sin,’’ and since he is the ‘‘son of perdi- 
tion’? he may come from beneath in some 
miraculous way as Christ came from above— 

4 Dan. 9.24. 
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he may be an incarnate demon! He is traced 
in the regular line of kings of the four great 
empires, of which Rome is the last; and to 
fully imitate Christ (for that he will do) he 
must adopt the policy of the Pope of Rome, 
z. €., ‘‘ king and priest,’’ which Christ will be 
on David’s throne’. He will come into power 
peaceably, and secure his kingdom by flat- 
tery’. Being a Jew’, and most likely of the 
tribe of Dan, he will conciliate the Jews, and 
a covenant to stand for seven years will be 
entered into, which will include a promise to 
protect them from their northern enemy— 
Assyria®*. But in the midst of the heptad or 
week of years he will break this covenant, 
and reveal himself in his true colors—he will 
set up his own image, and like Nebuchad- 
nezzar, demand universal worship’. The 
Jews have been permanently cured of idola- 
try, and will not then bow the knee to graven 
images. This will cause immediate hostili- 
ties, and for the space of three and one-half 
years’’ the false Christ will become God’s 
scourge to the Jews who wickedly rejected 
their true Messiah-king and received another 
5 Zec. 6.13. 7 Dan. 11.37. * Dan. 6, 
SeDanvaii 20, 8 Dan. 9.27. 10 Rev. 13.5. 
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who came in his own name. Judah shall be 
tried and purified as silver. Their chastise- 
ment will be severe, for blood shall flow like 
a river in Jerusalem, and the Martyred Rem- 
nant will resist unto death’. But God will 
hear the prayers of His people and will speed- 
ily deliver (Rev. 8.3). 

The seal judgments begin with the first of 
the ‘‘week,’’ and are providential in charac- 
ter—woes, famines, pestilence, etc. The 
trumpet judgments which follow are more 
severe, being directed against God’s enemies 
in general. But the repentant cry of his 
people enters into Jehovah’s ear, and the 
blood of martyrs pleads for vengeance’. As 
a result the vial judgments, ‘‘ filled with the 
wrath of God,’’ are poured out upon Anti- 
christ’s seat and kingdom". These judg- 
ments will call forth the utmost enmity 
against Jehovah and His people, and in the 
spirit of immortal hate and madness of im- 
mortal despair, the son of perdition, aided by 
the demon world, will make a final struggle 
for universal empire (Rev. 16.14). 


1 Rev. 6.9, 10. 
2 Psalms 44 and 83; Isa. 63.15-19, and ch. 64. 
13 Rey. 16.2-10. 
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The beast and kings of the earth with their 
armies march against the holy city and people 
for a decisive battle. ‘‘ Multitudes, multi- 
tudes in the valley of decision”’.’’ The time 
has come to decide who is the rightful heir to 
the kingdoms of this world—‘‘the prince of 
this world,;“~or the “Prince of life’” -On 
they march with arrogant pride and presump- 
tuous daring to the great battle field of the 
ages—the valley of Megiddo, which has 
been the scene of so many conflicts in the 
past—when suddenly, like unto Saul of Tar- 
sus on Damascus road, the scene is radiant 
with more than noonday splendor; and the 
Son of Man with royal equipage and angelic 
retinue, like a mighty conqueror with becom- 
ing glory, descends, followed by the armies 
of heaven, the saints’. His feet again stand 
on Mount Olivet’. The beast and false 
prophet are taken and cast into the lake of 
fire. The earth quakes at the sound of his 
voice, his enemies fall dead before him, and 
their flesh is given to the fowls of heaven 
(Rev. 19.18). 

The Prince of life has conquered, and ‘‘ the 
kingdoms of this world are become the king- 

14 Joel 3.14. 18 Rev, 19. 11-21. 16 Zee. Vasa 
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doms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he 


shall reign forever and ever.’’ 


THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN. 


The coming of the Bridegroom is not an 
Old Testament truth, but Christ’s coming to 
reign from David's throne is the constant 
theme of the prophets. Enoch, the seventh 
from Adam, saw with prophetic vision the 
day of the Messiah, when he should come 
with thousands of his saints to judge the 
world’. Job knew that his Redeemer should 
stand in the latter days upon the earth (Job 
19.25). Jacob foretold the coming of Shiloh, 
unto whom the people should gather (Gen. 
49.10), and Moses also spake of him whom 
the people should obey (Deut. 18.15; Acts 3. 
25) 

The theme of the Psalms being the king- 
dom, there is frequent reference in them to 
the coming of the king. ‘‘Let the heathen 
be judged at thine appearing.’’* ‘‘For he 
cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge 
the world in righteousness, and the people 
with his truth.’’* ‘‘For he cometh: with 

1 Jude 14, 15. 2 Psalm 9.19. ’ Psalm 96.13. 
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righteousness shall he judge the world, and 
the people with equity.’’ * 

Isaiah makes frequent reference to Mes- 
siah’s coming and reign. He puts the words 
into the mouth of the Faithful Remnant of 
Israel which they shall utter when they be- 
hold their rejected king returning to them 
once more. ‘‘And it shall be said in that 
day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for 
him, and he will save us: this is the Lord; 
we have waited for him, we will be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation’.’’ Christ’s attitude 
toward his enemies at his coming is expressed 
in a different strain: ‘‘ For behold, the Lord 
will come with fire, and with chariots like a 
whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and 
his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire 
and by sword will the Lord plead with all 
flesh; and the slain of the Lord shall be 
many ’’ (Isa. 66.15, 16). 

Jeremiah tells of the righteous Branch that 
shall grow up: ‘‘For thus saith the Lord, 
David shall never want a man to sit upon 
the throne of the house of Israel’’ (Jer. 
33-15-17). 

Daniel gives a graphic picture of Christ’s 

4 Psalm 98.9. 5 Isa. 25.9. 
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coming to rule over a universal empire. ‘‘I 
saw in the night visions, and behold, one like 
unto the Son of Man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came unto the Ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him. And 
there was given unto him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all peoples, na- 
tions and languages should serve him’’ (Dan. 
7213784). 

Zechariah tells how his coming will affect 
those who rejected him: ‘‘ They shall look 
upon him whom they pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him as one mourneth for his only 
son, and they shall be in bitterness for him, 
as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn” 
He also declares that his feet shall again 
stand on Mount Olivet, when ‘‘the Lord my 
God shall come, and all the saints with thee’’ 
(Zec. 14.4, 5). 

And finally, Malachi tells of his coming as 
Sun of Righteousness to heal creation’s woes 
and flood the earth with light (ch. 4.1-6). 
The word of the angelic messenger to Mary 
in Luke 1.32,33, is a confirmation of all these 
prophecies, and the beginning of their fulfil- 
ment. 


S7jeECw12s10) 1350. 
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THE NATURE OF HIS COMING. 


There are four vivid pictures and brilliant 
descriptions of Christ’s coming to reign, 
given by as many different writers. Two 
of these are found in the Old—, and two in 
the New Testament, but they harmonize in 
every detail. They are found in Joel 3, 
Zech. 14, Matt. 25.31-46, and Rev. I9.11-21. 
From them may be gathered the following 
points: 


1. He will come suddenly and visibly 
(Matt. 24.27). 

2. The sun and moon shall be darkened 
(Joel 3.15). 

3. He will come in great glory (Matt. 25. 
ary. 

4. His voice shall shake the earth (Joel 3. 
15; Revers): 

5. He will come in defense of Jerusalem 
(Zee14.2,13): 

6. He will return to the same Mount from 
which he ascended (Zec. 14.4). 

7. There shall be great physical changes at 
Jerusalem (Zech. 14.4). 

8. He will come to judge and make war 
(Rev. 19.11). 
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g. The beast and the false prophet shall be 
slain (Rev. 19.20; 2 Thess. 2.8). 

10. Antichrist’s armies shall be slain (Rev. 
Io OL + lsantica). 

11. The church will come with him to 
judge and reign (Rev. 19.14; 1 Thess. 3.13; 
Ff Cor,'6.2): 

12. He will establish peace over all the 
earth (Zech. 14.9; Isa. 2.4). 


THE COMING OF THE LORD IN RELATION TO 
THE VARIOUS CLASSES OF MANKIND, 
AND THE GROANING CREATION. 


The purpose of the Lord’s return to this 
earth is to take possession of that which he 
has purchased with his own blood. The 
atonement has an infinite meaning. It is im- 
possible to estimate the results of Christ’s vic- 
tory over the kingdom of darkness and the 
organized forces of evil. It touches all time 
and eternity; it affects the future of two 
worlds; it concerns demons, angels and men ; 
it secures a future to all creation; it is the 
hope of this world. “verything touched by 
the curse and tainted by sin is assured a 
restoration to more than Edenic beauty; a 

81 


Dispensations and Ages of Scripture 


glorious future is opened up to every division 
of the human race—it gives hope to every 
class and condition of mankind. It touches 
the entire physical world—the mineral king- 
dom, the vegetable kingdom, and the ani- 
mal kingdom. In a special sense it affects 
the spiritual world—good and evil. ‘‘ Hav- 
ing spoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them in it’’ (Col. 2.15). 

Christ’s triumph secures a future to the re- 
deemed of all ages, the quickening of the 
material earth to a fruitfulness yet unknown ; 
the restoration of a lost world from the grave 
of darkness and sin, from the paralyzing in- 
fluence of evil, into light and glory. 

It is in the return of the Lord that the 
hope of the different classes of mankind shall 
be realized. 

I. The Believer’s Hope. 

In the results of the atonement the Chris- 
tian is most concerned. To him it is writ- 
ten: ‘‘All things are yours—the world, 
things present, and things to come.’’ 

The believer’s hope is unique. Personally, 
he is more interested in the king than in the 
kingdom (Cant. 2.8; 1 Thess. 4.17). ‘The in- 
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dividual Christian looks forward to a heavenly 
portion—to a liberated spirit and redeemed 
body like unto his glorious Lord ; to undying 
life and immortal youth, with infinite possi- 
bilities for growth in wisdom, love and truth. 

II. The Hope of the Church. 

The hope of the church is the hope of be- 
lievers in a collective sense, and therefore 
one of larger interests and wider vision. 
The church’s hope is the coming of the 
Bridegroom with all that will mean to her. 
Her attitude is ‘‘looking for that blessed 
hope,’’ which means the return of her absent 
Lord, seeing him face to face, and being with 
him forevermore’. It means the presence of 
the Bridegroom, the judgment seat of Christ 
for rewards, and the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb, where Christ and his bride shall be 
united in bonds of eternal love, and she ex- 
alted to his position of honor and power, and 
to a partnership in the affairs of his kingdom 
(Rom. 8.17). 

III. The Hope of Israel. 

The hope of Israel is the return of the 
king, whom Jesus said they should not see 
until the time come when they shall say: 

IVE tSi2. 13. 
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‘‘ Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord’.’’ But salvation to them has a pe- 
culiar significance. It means the coming of 
the Messiah who shall gather them from 
among the nations’, restore them to their 
land‘, and give them once more national dis- 
tinction and unprecedented prosperity. It 
means the taking away of their reproach’, 
and rending of the veil that has hid from 
them the glorious things which are theirs by 
inheritance, but lost to them now through 
unbelief (2 Cor. 3.16, 17). 

The return of their captivity will bring to 
them vast wealth and blessing in earthly 
store’; it will give them position among men, 
aud prestige among the peoples of the earth 
(Isa. 61.6-9). 

IV. The Hope of Nations. 

The hope of nations is deliverance from 
continual strife; from unwise and _ selfish 
rulers who are servants of the few rather 
than of the many ; who oppress the poor and 
burden the people with excessive tribute to 
be used for most wicked ends. It means gov- 


? Matt. 23.39; Isa. 25.9. + Amos 9.14, I5. 


3 Jer. 31.8-I0. 5 Isa. 54.4. 
5 Isa. 65. 
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ernment accoiding to the principles of right- 
eousness, from which fraud and bribery shall 
forever be eliminated; when class tendencies 
will be rebuked, and the varied conditions of 
mankind properly adjusted to each other. It 
means peace among nations—internal and ex- 
ternal—when all national questions shall be 
settled with such far-seeing wisdom as shall 
work to the interests of all concerned. This, 
and much more, the coming of the Son of 
Man will bring to the nations of earth. 

Then the desire of all nations shall have 
come’. Having outgrown sword and spear, 
these are forged into plowshares and pruning 
hooks, for nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more. 

V. The Hope of Creation. 

There is also a bright hope for creation. 
Through sin everything has passed under the 
law of death’. The entire world has been 
touched by the curse and felt its blighting in- 
fluence. The sighing of the winds and the 
murmuring of the waves are more than 
poetic figures—they are witnesses to a great 
calamity. The plaintive tone of the birds 

OVS ENS, ih * Rom. 8.22. 
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pitched on the minor key is a prayer for 
deliverance from that spell which has hin- 
dered them from sounding a clearer note, and 
rising to happier strains of praise to the 
Giver of life. The moaning of the beast of 
burden is a prayer perfectly intelligent to 
heaven for redemption from that evil power 
that has held them so long under its sway, 
suffering and enduring in silence’. And that 
prayer shall be answered. The animal crea- 
tion, dwarfed, dumb and burdened, shall be 
disenthralled. The savage nature, reflecting 
Satanic power, shall be changed—the lion 
and lamb shall feed together, and a little 
child shall lead them’’. For it is written: 
‘‘The creation itself shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God’”’ (Rom. 8.21). 


THE JUDGMENTS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


The judgment of the “ving nations which 
immediately follows the advent of Christ, and 
which calls for treatment here, affords an 
opportunity to notice briefly the five different 
judgments which will take place at different 

hGreneania 10 Isa. 11.6. 
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times, each having a separate purpose and 
meaning. 

I. The judgment of the first Adam (and 
therefore of the entire world) at the Cross 
(John 12.31). 

In Christ who was made sin for us, the 
‘“‘old| man’’ was condemned (Rom. 8.3; 
Mark 14.64); sentenced (Ezek. 18.4 ;- 2 Cor. 
5-21; Luke 23.24); and in him executed 
(Isa. 53.5, 7; Gal. 2.20; Rom. 6.6). 

Sinful flesh could never be forgiven—it 
must be judged and put to death. At the 
Cross God was dealing with the first Adam— 
the head of the race; and the career of the 
natural man, called the ‘‘old man,’’ was 
there ended when the flesh was judged and 
put to death’. Sin as an aggregate was dealt 
with, and the sin question forever ‘settled’. 
The death of the “first husband’ in Rom- 
anus 7 has reference to the carnal nature 
which was judged in the person of Christ 
who was ‘‘ made sin for us.”’ 

II. The Judgment of Sons (1 ,Cor. 11.32). 

It is written: ‘‘My people shall not be 
reckoned among the nations’; nor’shall sin- 

Rom. 7 dit bet 3,15, ° Heb. 9.26. 
3 Num. 23.9. 
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ners stand in the assembly of the righteous‘. 
As sons of God we belong within the circle of 
God’s family, and we shall never stand in 
judgment with the world’. Buta holy God 
must judge sin wherever it is found, and in 
order that we should not be condemned with 
the world we are judged day by day as sons 
in the Father’s house. 

1. This judgment is called chastening 
(1 Cor. 11.32 ; Heb. 12.6-12). 

2. It is the Father who chasteneth every 
son (Heb. 12.9). 

3. It is evidence of His love (Heb. 12.6). 

4. It is intended to make us partakers of 
His holiness (Heb. 12.10). 

5. It is intended to exercise the soul in 
righteousness (Heb. 12.11). 

6. This judgment may be averted by judg- 
ing ‘one’s self (z/Cor. 11/31). 

7. Self-judgment is necessary to a healthy 
condition of soul (Dan. 9.3-19; Job 42.5; 
Isa. 6.5). It isa pre-requisite to an intimate 
and holy fellowship with a holy Father; by 
it alone is communion maintained. The 
Greek word zaideia is translated nurture’; 
instruction (2 Tim. 3.16); chastening (Heb. 

4 Psalm 1.5. 5 John 5.24. 6 Eph. 6.4. 
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12.5, 7, 11); and chastisement’, all of which 
are included in the judgment of sons. 

III. Judgment of Servants for Rewards 
(QPCOL CS. Ta): 

The believer was judged in the person of 
his substitute at the Cross, and as to sin or 
sins he will never come into judgment®. He 
can say : 

‘Death and judgment are behind me, 
Grace and glory are before; 


All wrath’s billows rolled o’er Jesus, 
There exhausted all their power.”’ 


But he must appear or be manifested before 
the judgment seat of Christ to receive re- 
wards for service (2 Cor. 5.10; Rom. 14.10- 
12). Here the believer’s life will be searched 
by him whose eyes are as flame, to determine 
the guality of his works, which must deter- 
mine the extent of the reward’. All that has 
been done with the wrong motive will be 
burned up (1 Cor. 3.15), but that which 
stands the test—the gold, silver and precious 
stones—shall receive a just reward (Luke 14. 
14.) 

This judgment has to do with the Chris- 
tian, and therefore would have nothing to do 
i Heb. 12,8. § John 5.24. 92 Core 5.14. 
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with the life previous to conversion. That 
was settled at the Cross. It would seem that 
the life will be made manifest unto God 
alone, no one else being allowed to look into 
it’. ‘‘But we are made manifest unto God.’’ 


“Deeds of merit as we thought them, 
He will show us were but sin ; 
Litle acts we had forgotten, 
He will tell us were for him.”’ 


IV. Judgment of the Living Nations 
(Matt. 25.31-46). 

The reward of servants takes place in 
heaven ; the judgment of nations occurs on 
earth when he comes to Mount Olivet with 
all his saints. Not only is Antichrist and his 
official army judged when Christ returns to 
earth”, but it is written: ‘‘I will gather all 
nations against Jerusalem to battle’.’’ And 
this agrees with Matt. 25.32: ‘‘ And before 
him shall be gathered all nations, and he 
shall separate one from another as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats.’’ 

This sifting of nations will take place on 
earth as a preparation for the kingdom, and 
will be conducted on a strictly moral basis. 
After the church has been caught up, the 

ion Cor. 5.11. 4 Rév.toiig-21. 9 Zech sayz: 
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gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed by 
Jews especially anointed for this ministry, 
and multitudes will accept the message that 
the king is coming, and will be saved. This 
judgment will be a sifting of wheat from the 
chaff, in order that one might be detroyed 
and the other become the nucleus of the 
earthly kingdom. 

The church is not included in this com- 
pany for she sits in judgment upon the world 
(1 Cor. 6.2; Psalm 149.9). 

Israel are not among this company, for it is 
written: ‘‘My people shall not be reckoned 
among the nations’’ (Num. 23.9). 

The living nations only are meant, and the 
judgment is final—the one class receives life 
eternal; the other, eternal death. The 
‘“sheep’’ shall enter upon the blessings of 
the millennial reign; the ‘‘goats’’ depart to 
dwell with the devil and his angels. 

This event is called the judgment of the 
world (Isa. 24.21-23; Psalm 96.13; 97.9; 
101.8; 9.193 10:18; Acts 17.31). 

V. Judgment of the Wicked Dead (Rev. 
20.1I-15). 

This last act in the drama of human his- 
tory is the most solemn event of the ages. It 
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will be conducted before the great white 
throne, and will occur at the close of Christ’s 
earthly reign. The nature of this judgment 
will be considered in its proper place. 


g2 


WANs 
DISPENSATION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 


FROM THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN TO 
THE GREAT WHITE THRONE, 
1,000 YEARS. 


This period is called the ‘‘ Day of Christ ”’ 
(2 Thess. 2.2), in contrast with the present 
age which might be properly called the devil’s 
day ; for he is now in a larger sense than we 
are willing to admit, ‘‘ the god of this world.’’ 
But Christ, who is now rejected, will have his 
day of power in the next age, in which the 
works of Satan shall be completely over- 
thrown. ‘‘ The Lord said unto my Lord, sit 
thou at my right hand until I make thine 
euemies thy footstool’’ (Psalm 110.1). 

In this seventh and last day of time’, the 
vastness of redemption will dawn upon the 
world, and the full fruition of Christ’s atone- 
ment shall be realized. God is faithful, and 
the prayer breathed into the disciple’s hearts 
and repeated with a degree of sincerity for 
nineteen weary centuries, will be abundantly 

12 Peter 3:8. 
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answered when Christ’s throne is set up on 
earth, and the divine will obeyed here as in 
heaven. 

Among the scattered tribes of Israel and 
Judah there has always been, even through 
the dark ages, a faithful remnant who have 
not ceased to pray for the fulfilment of 
prophecy concerning their Messiah and land ; 
and to this day, under the shadow of the 
crumbling walls of the sacred city the aged 
rabbis may be heard lamenting the decay of 
Zion in pathetic tones, and praying in the 
language of the prophets for her restoration 
and former glory. ‘These sincere heart-long- 
ings and plaintive cries of church and Israel 
for the undoing of the curse, for the crushing 
out of evil, and deliverance from oppression 
and wrong, are faithfully recorded in heaven, 
and shall be fully realized in the Day of 
Christ—the last dispensation in the divine 
revealing. 

It is not the purpose of the writer to pro- 
duce elaborate arguments to prove the posi- 
tion taken on important truths; the present 
study is intended to set forth in their order 
the evident teachings of the Scriptures as to 
the divine purpose and plan for the past, 

94 


Dispensation of Righteousness 


present and future ages. It is generally be- 
lieved that there will be a Millennium or 
golden age in which the race will rise to 
higher planes than ever before, and in which 
all man’s hopes and ideals shall be realized. 
This belief is doubtless universal, but the 
way it is to be accomplished, and the nature 
of the age tocome, are points of difference 
among religious teachers. 

This doctrine called Chiliasm—the belief 
that Christ will reign upon earth one thou- 
sand years visibly and personally—was the 
accepted belief and teaching of the church 
for more than two centuries, and was re- 
garded as ‘‘the doctrine of our Lord and his 
apostles.’’ Gibbon, who speaks with disinter- 
ested accuracy, says: ‘‘ The ancient and pop- 
ular doctrine of the Millennium was carefully 
inculcated by a succession of fathers from 
Justin Martyr and Irenzus, who conversed 
with the immediate disciples of the fathers, 
down to Lactantius who was the preceptor of 
the son of Constantine. It appears to have 
been the reigning sentiment of orthodox be- 
lievers.’’ But in the third century a school 
of interpretation headed by Origen so spiritu- 
alized the Scriptures as to set aside the literal 
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and evident teaching of the Master—a system 
of interpretation that has been condemned by 
many able authorities. 

When Constantine came to the throne in 
the beginning of the fourth century the 
Roman empire became nominally Christian, 
and many supposed that the Millennium was 
at hand, and that Christ’s kingdom was visi- 
ble on earth. The church, affliated with the 
world, plunged into the dark ages, remaining 
in a dormant state until awakened by the 
Reformation in the sixteenth century. The 
reformers again proclaimed the blessed hope 
and sustaining promise of the Lord’s return 
and reign, and during the last century it has 
gained almost the prominence it hadin the 
early periods of Christianity. 

The important features of Christ’s reign 
may be set forth in the following order: 

I. Christ’s kingdom will be established on 


“earth in answer to the Lord’s prayer (Matt. 


6-9=13} Psalm (22.283) Dano 7. 1a 427 eZee 
14.9; Psalmozs). 

The kingdom exists now in mystery (Matt. 
13.11), having been set aside for the church’; 
but in the next dispensation it will have full 

* Acts 1.6; 15.14-17. 
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manifestation. The definite advancement 
that the centuries have brought, as well as 
the permanent gains of the present age, will 
enter into the kingdom. 

II. Characteristics of the kingdom in the 
‘‘age to come,’’ viewed from the stand-point 
of God in Redemption. 

1. The distinguishing feature of this im- 
portant period will be the absence of Satan 
from the earth (Rev. 20.1-3). 

The binding and casting out of the Serpent 
marks the advent of this golden age, when 
the things that eye hath not seen nor ear 
heard shald be fully realized. 

2. It will be a universal reign—the fifth 
and last great empire on earth (Psalm 72.8). 

3. It will be an unbroken reign of one 
thousand years (Rev. 20.6). 

4. The curse will be removed from the 
ground as well as from the animal creation 
(isa, 155,12,.13; Amos 9.13; Isa. 11.6-10;; 
Rom. 8.19-23). 

5. The curse being removed, human life 
will be greatly prolonged (Isa. 65.20; Rev. 
20.4-6). 

6. Righteousness is the key-word for this 
period, and has a two-fold meaning. First it 
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refers to the divine attribute that shall be 
specially emphasized in the last dispensation, 
and then to the effect it will have upon 
human character and conduct. This fourth 
dispensation is often referred to as the ‘‘day 
of the Lord,’’ expressing always in the Old—, 
as well as in the New Testament, the thought 
of judgment. Justice and judgment are the 
establishment of his throne on earth as well 
as in heaven; hence it is written: ‘‘ When 
thy judgments arein the earth, the inhabi- 
tants of the world will learn righteousness.*”’ 
The scene being on earth, the highest moral 
test will be applied to motive and action ; but 
it will be righteous judgment by the king 
who shall reign in righteousness’. As a re- 
sult his people shall be all righteous’; and 
the work of righteousness shall be peace; 
and the effect of righteousness, quietness and 
assurance forever (Isa. 32.17). 

7. The world for the most part will be con- 
verted (Heb. 8.10-12; Isa. 11.9; 66.19-24; 
Psalm 72.11). 

8. There will be ‘‘ times of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord.’’ God’s Spirit will 
be poured out upon all flesh (Joel 2.28, 29). 


3 Isa. 26.9. 4 Isaiah 32.1. 5 Isaiah 60.21. 
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His Spirit shall be in Israel, and upon them 
(Ezek. 37.14; Isa. 44.3). 

God will give them a new heart*, and will 
write his laws in their hearts’, and cause them 
to walk in his ways (Isa. 2.3; Ezek. 36.27). 

g. The sermon on the mount will have fullest 
application to human motive and action, and 
the standard of human conduct will be nec- 
essarily high; but with the absence of Satan 
and his organized forces, it will be compara- 
tively easy to yield willing obedience to the 
will of the King, and to the laws of the king- 
dom (Rom 011555 03) 1sa00.05 Psalm (72.75 ; 
Wels 3.225/23): 


THE LAST REVOLT. 


After one thousand years of universal sub- 
jection to the ‘‘Great King,’’ Satan will 
again be loosed from his prison house, and 
shall go forth to deceive the nations of the 
earth to gather them together to battle. And 
it is a marvelous thing that after many cen- 
turies of the kind and beneficent rule of the 
Prince of Peace, the Arch-fiend should be 
able to marshal a mighty host who are will- 
ing with daring presumption to openly defy 

6 Hzek,. 11.19. 1 Heb, 8.10. 
99 


Dispensations and Ages of Scripture 


Christ’s authority. But it is consistent with 
man’s nature, and a faithful comment on the 
perverseness of the human heart, then as 
now, responding so quickly to Satanic plot. 

They will go up against the beloved city as 
Antichrist’s armies had done, thinking to de- 
throne the King and usurp the kingdom. 
But they shall be like stubble before the 
flame, for fire from heaven will devour 
them, and the devil that deceived them shall 
be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and night forever and 
ever (Rev. 20.8-10). 


THE GREAT WHITE THRONE. 


In looking at this sublime sketch given by 
seraphic John, we are at once impressed with 
the grandeur of 

THE SCENE 


and its setting amid the shaking of worlds. 

Hoary time has run its course, and the divine 

plan for the ‘‘age times’’ is about to be con- 

summated. God in redemption has been fully 

revealed, and God in government is about to 

complete His work. The church has been 
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exalted to distinguished place and service; 
Israel has been restored and greatly enlarged; 
the nations have been judged, and for centu- 
ries have enjoyed the benefits of Christ’s 
peaceful reign. The last revolt inspired by 
the Arch-fiend has been punished, and Satan 
himself has been cast into the lake of fire. 
And now the entire scene is to be transferred 
from the sphere of time into the eternal 
world, and placed under new laws and condi- 
tions. There remains one act more that be- 
longs to the realm of the finite, and that is 
the judgment of the ‘‘last day.’’ 

The Great White Throne is set out in infi- 
nite space, and God, not Christ, sits as arbiter 
of human destinies. To the call of the final 
trumpet, the dead rise from earth and sea; 
from Hades and the grave. ‘‘ Things that 
are temporal’’ are shaken from centre to cir- 
cumference, and man’s mightiest works, 
whose foundations were laid deep and strong, 
are reduced to ruins. The old earth that has 
often trembled under footsteps divine, is 
shaken to its foundations by the voice of Om- 
nipotence, and passes away to give place to a 
kingdom which cannot be moved. The ‘‘day 
of God” will witness a whole world in con- 
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flagration—cities swept with flaming tempest 
like Sodom and Gomorrah; mountains will 
be lit like torches and fed with internal fuel 
—the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
and the earth and its works burned up. The 
heavens that have waxed old as doth a gar- 
ment shall pass away with a great noise— 
they shall be rolled together as a scroll and as 
a vesture they are folded up, while the new 
heavens and earth appear. 

The scene is overwhelming in its grandeur, 
and fearful in its wreckage of time’s institu- 
tions, and in the destruction of human works; 
dreadful in devouring flame. And we are led 
to inquire as to who shall appear on this 
scene, and witness this awful transformation. 
‘Those who are summoned here, the 


SUBJECTS OF JUDGMENT, 


are mentioned as a single class, and are 
plainly the wzcked dead of all ages. 

The church is not among this company, for 
she has already enjoyed a Millennium of ex- 
alted service; Israel is not in question here, 
for her tribes have long since been dwelling 
peacefully in their allotted land; the nations 
are not here meant, for they were sifted and 
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chastised at the beginning of the millennial 
reign. ‘The wicked dead only are meant—the 
impenitent of all ages who have rejected the 
divine message of grace, and are therefore re- 
served for this solemn day. The great army 
that assemble here are gathered from earth 
and sea—from the cities of the dead. From 
Cain down to the end of time they have re- 
mained in the silent tomb, hearing not the 
trump of God in the resurrection of the just ; 
for no uncircumcised ear shall hear the call 
intended to awaken Christ’s anointed. 
Notice further the 


GROUND OF JUDGMENT 


for this important occasion pointed out by the 
inspired seer. ‘‘’ The books were opened ’’— 
heaven’s record of human deeds. A book of 
remembrance is kept for those who love him, 
and a faithful record is also kept of those 
who rebel against him. ‘The rebellious are 
here judged according to their works. Not 
according to their faith, for they have none; 
not in grace, for divine favor has been re- 
jected ; no plea of Christ’s finished work, for 
that has been ignored. Hence the necessity 
of meeting the unrepentant on their own 
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‘plane—the ground of their own works, since 
they have refused to step into grace, and 
stand on redemption ground. 

The books have been kept by angelic 
chronicler, and human deeds recorded with 
divine precision. Human biographers may 
pass over the sinful and selfish deeds of men 
who have risen to fame and fortune, record- 
ing only deeds good and great for posterity to 
read and praise; but no such record is kept 
in that world where truth reigns and is wor- 
shipped. This reckoning is not arbitrary, for 
there is another record which must necessa- 
rily correspond with this, but which is wholly 
under the control of the creature. Every 
one creates his own moral world in which he 
must live forever. Well has it been said: 
‘“The hell to be endured hereafter, of which 
theology tells, is no worse than the hell we 
make ourselves in this world by habitually 
fashioning Our characters in the wrong way. 
We are spinning out our fates, good or evil, 
and never to be undone. Every smallest 
stroke of virtue or vice leaves its never so lit- 
tle scar.’” Human deeds are indelibly writ- 
ten on the character which every mortal is 
building—a life work which goes on unceas- 
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ingly until the heart, life’s engine, throbs no 
more; and the material with which we build 
is thought, purpose and deed. It isa struc- 
ture that shall endure when earth’s chiseled 
statue and polished monument shall have 
crumbled to ashes, for it is building for eter- 
nity. When all temporal abodes have passed 
away, we will live on in the house we have 
reared, in the character we have formed out 
of life’s activities and opportunities. On the 
imperishable nature every deed has been per- 
manently stamped and becomes a part of our 
experieuce, our joy or sorrow, hope or de- 
spair—a part of our real consciousness for- 
ever. Never a thought but its impress is left 
upon the soul; never au action that has not 
its lasting influence. And if, as many hope, 
a kind Father should blot out the heavenly 
record, still every deed is counted deep down 
in nerve fibre and soul life which time can 
never efface. 

Again, a third record of human deeds is 
kept on meniory’s scroll, which will remain a 
part of one’s eternal possessions. Such are the 
laws of mind that nothing is ever forgotten. 
Everything that has commanded attention 
has left a picture on memory’s walls that will 
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ever pass in review before us. ‘‘Son, re- 
member,’’ were the words of the patriarch to 
the disembodied soul in Hades, teaching that 
memory will furnish constant food for re- 
morse, and deepen the soul’s anguish. Let 
heaven’s record be blotted out and never ap- 
pear against us, and the deeds written in 
character miraculously effaced, the indelible 
record on memory’s page would still remain 
to bring the past continually into view, and 
make it a part of our experience. And were 
there no divine tribunal, memory would for- 
ever bring our deeds before the throne of con- 
science to be punished with unmitigated re- 
morse and anguish. 

But there is no standard in man sufficiently 
high for the measurement of human motive 
and conduct. Far beyond the highest con- 
ception of life, far beyond the throne of con- 
science, is the exalted throne of divine jus- 
tice, before which every creature shall stand 
and be judged by Him who is worthy to sit 
upon it. Hence we read of the mighty host 
who are raised up by Omnipotence before the 
‘“Great White Throne ’’ to face the record of 
the open books. One by one they pass in 
solemn review before the searching gaze of a 
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holy God to receive a sentence from which 
there is no appeal, and pass to their final 
doom. From those dizzy heights, with noth- 
ing now beneath their feet, they descend into 
the pit of the abyss—into eternal night for- 
ever. Shut out from heaven ; and how much 
that will mean! Separated from God—a 
greater calamity! And shut in to regions of 
death and despair ! 

There is no appeal from this sentence, no 
refuge and no hope. It is judgment without 
mercy, and reward without favor. The har- 
vest of a deliberate sowing must be reaped, 
and the unalterable law of increase is seen, 
allowing no word of complaint against the 
author of life and law. Punishment is seen to 
be selfimposed, and man, the architect of his 
own fortune. The law of compensation is 
justified and there is no escaping its sentence. 
Justice is revealed in every ruling, and no 
feeble voice will be raised against the divine 
decision. 

No change shall come to those regions of 
death which lie beyond the ‘‘ fixed gulif,’’ ad- 
mitting of no return. Hope ever gives 
strength to the heart, and could she, with her 
radiant face and beaming eyes, speak to these 
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prisoners of despair and tell of release after 
ages have run their course, the sting of death 
would be gone anc. the power of despair 
would be broken. But no ray of hope shall 
ever penetrate that dark domain where God’s 
smile never rests, but His wrath abideth; 
where the inhabitants have passed the line of 
human choice, and where the voice of redeem- 
ing love is hushed forever. And therefore 
they are lost; irretrievably lost! forever lost! 


THE ETERNAL STATE—NEW HEHAVENS AND 
NEW EARTH. 


‘‘Behold I make all things new.’’ The 
scene will then be in every sense beyond the 
limits and touch of time. Things that are 
seen are temporal; things that are not seen 
are eternal. The shadow will give place to 
the substance, and every creature pass under 
new laws which must necessarily admit of 
continual growth, and unlimited possibilities 
in wisdom, love and truth. ‘‘He that is 
righteous let him be righteous still more; 
and he that is holy, let him be holy still 
more”’ (Rey: 22.11). 

1. The church—the heavenly Jerusalem, 
which will be suspended in mid-heaven dur- 
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ing the millennial reign as God’s habitation— 
will descend upon the new earth, and the tab- 
ernacle of God will be with men. The Son, 
having put all enemies under his feet, will 
deliver up the kingdom to the Father, and 
then ‘‘God and the Lamb’’ will be the tem- 
ple and light of the city. The heavenly city 
that will descend to the earth far exceeds the 
Jerusalem of millennial fame in extent and 
glory. That will be nine miles square; this 
will be fifteen hundred miles cube. 

2. Israel, then second in position and 
glory, will occupy a place between the church 
aud nations, symbolized perhaps by the gates 
and walls of the city (Rev. 21.5). 

3. The Gentiles or ‘‘nations that are 
saved ’’ shall walk in the light of the Eternal 
City. During the rule of the Son righteous- 
ness will reign, but here righteousness will 
dwell;’ as no disturbing element shall ever 
enter this divinely perfect scene. 

The fruits of the Cross will then be ap- 
perent. Every taint of sin and touch of the 
curse will be gone. God shall wipe away all 
tears and sorrow and pain, and death shall be 
no more. 

1 2 Peter 3.13. 
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The great work of the dispensations will be 
fully accomplished; and the wisdom and 
beauty of the divine plan shall call forth 
ceaseless praise. And God, who in the be- 
ginning was unknown, will then be fully re- 
vealed in all His divine attributes and infinite 
perfections, and shall become the dwelling 
place and rest of His people; and henceforth, 


ALL AND IN ALL. 
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PART II.—GOD IN GOVERNMENT 


A PLAN OF THE AGES. 


PREFATORY 


In the dispensations we have seen the 
Author of redemption’s wondrous plan; 
through the ages we can see the ‘‘ Most 
High’’ who ‘‘ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever he will.’’ 

God in government is a truth that lies at 
the foundation of all other truths—it is the 
rock on which the ages have been built. It 
has reference to the establishment of his 
moral universe—a purpose that has guided 
the Builder of the ages from the beginning, 
and will, until a perfect universe shall have 
been established. There isa marked differ- 
ence between God’s governmental ways and 
his ways in redemption. The one has to do 
with moral beings as such; the other, with 
saved sinners on a plane an octave higher. 
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God is moving forward with the race on both 
planes, and it is in this that many of the 
ways of God with the believer are explained 
and vindicated. David's life is an example of 
this truth. As a moral being under God’s 
governmental ways, he suffered according as 
he had made others suffer through his sins; 
but, as a saved sinner, he was forgiven and 
lived continually under divine favor. 

Saul of Tarsus is also a striking example of 
the two-fold relation of the believer to God. 
The law of retribution was continually work- 
ines out in Saul’s life, even to the end of the 
story; but while God was dealing with him 
on the moral plane, He was filling his life 
with goodness and mercy, and richly blessing 
him on redemption ground. 

God in government is working toward a 
perfect moral universe; God tn redemption ts 
lifting that universe toa high spiritual plane, 
where evil as an experience can never be 
known. 

Were it not for the divine element in the 
political history of the race, it would be sim- 
ply a portrayal of endless failure and mean- 
ingless confusion; but seeing God back of 
the scene, holding the reins of government, 
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putting down and setting up kings, turning 
and overturning kingdoms, and shaping the 
destiny of nations, political history becomes a 
study of absorbing interest. God is the au- 
thor of order; man, of discord; and as we 
trace their footsteps through the ages, we are 
impressed with the fact that man, left to him- 
self, is sure to land in hopeless confusion, out 
of which God alone can bring order and har- 
mony. 

Among the truths that stand out promi- 
nently in passing from one stage of human 
history to another are man’s utter weakness, 
and God’s infinite power; man’s failure, and 
God’s faithfulness; man’s sinfulness, and 
God’s righteous judgments. 

In the seven ages of Scripture God’s gov- 
ernmental ways are revealed, until a state is 
reached in which the divine will shall be per- 
fectly obeyed by all creatures, and that will 
mean PERFECT GOVERNMENT. 
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1, 
ANTEDILUVIAN AGE 
FROM ADAM TO NOAH—I1,656 YEARS. 


Adam was a typical character, in whom 
may be seen God’s purpose to rule this earth 
through a man. Adam was crowned with 
glory and honor (Heb. 2.8) as monarch of the 
earth, with lordship over the new creation. 
He named every creature in his realm, and 
all were in subjection to him. But Adam 
proved a traitor by allowing his authority to 
pass to an enemy. Through the fall, in a 
very strange yet practical sense, the king- 
doms of this world as well as their subjects 
passed into the possession of Satan. When 
he offered them to Christ for his homage, his 
present ownership was not disputed (Luke 
4.6). 

The test in Eden was a test of absolute de- 
pendence upon God, and of perfect obedience 
to His will; the result is the sad story of the 
centuries. The entire creation was affected 
by the sting of the serpent, and dwarfed 
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under sin’s withering touch. Adam was 
driven out from the place of authority, and 


“e 


since then the ‘‘prince of this world’’ has 
ruled in his stead. Man was left unrestrained 
to the exercise of his own self-will, and to 
follow a course independent of God, while 
he waited in a closed heaven for the logical 
results. After sixteen centuries had rolled 
by God looked down upon the scene, and be- 
hold all flesh had corrupted his way, and the 
earth was filled with violence; every desire in’ 
man’s heart was only evil continually.’ Man 
had so hopelessly stained God’s fair creation 
that nothing could cleanse it but the waters 
of judgment, by which the whole race was 
swept from the face of the earth. 

In this age there was promise of salvation 
to the obedient, and such as Abel, Seth, 
Enoch, and Noah, offered acceptable sacrifice 
and were saved by faith. 

In the garden there were innocence, the 
fall, promise of deliverance through the Seed 
of the woman—and therefore hope. Out of 
it there were self-will, lawlessness, corrup- 
tion—which ended in death. 


1 Gen. 6.11. 
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SEcOoND AGE 


NOAH TO ABRAHAM—427 YEARS. 


There was but one man who walked with 
God amid the violence and corruption in 
which the first age closed, and he found favor 
in the eyes of the Lord when judgment fell 
upon the race. Noah was a just man and 
perfect in his generation, and he and his 
house were saved according to the election of 
grace through the ark, which was a type of 
Christ. 

Again God chose a man to rule the earth, 
and headship was conferred upon Noah. As 
in the beginning, all things were delivered 
into his hands;’ and like Adam, the fear of 
him was upon beast and bird and fish of the 
sea. God established a covenant with Noah 
on the basis of sacrifice, and laid the founda- 
tion for government among men. This being 
an age of self-government, laws intended for 
future generations were formulated as guides 

1 Gen. 9.2. 
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to human conduct, and for the well-being of 
peoples and nations (Gen. 9.3-6). 

At the beginning of a resurrected world 
God’s relation to earth as its moral Ruler was 
sealed by a covenant, in which heaven, which 
is his throne, and the earth, which is his foot- 
stool, were forever united; and the story of 
that union shall ever be read in the bow of 
perfect light until John’s seraphic vision of 
rainbow-circled throne’ shall be realized on 
earth; when covenant promises shall all be 
fulfilled, heaven’s authority owned, and heav- 
ens laws obeyed among men.* But the eter- 
nal faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God 
forms a striking contrast with the fickleness 
and intemperance of the man with whom the 
covenant was made. He who cannot govern 
himself, how can he rule nations! 

We notice three downward steps in this age 
—Noah’s intemperance, journeying from the 
east (from the light), and the unholy ambi- 
tion and pride revealed in building the tower 
of Babel. 

Again God looked down upon the earth to 
see the inventions man had wrought out, and 
to visit judgment upon the race.‘ Man had 

2 Revids3. 3 Gen. 9.I-17. 4 Gen. 11.18 
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proven himself unable as ever to govern him- 
self, and the age ended in confusion and idol- 
atry. 

Noah’s three sons are plainly typical char- 
acters, representing three divisions of the race 
—Jew, Gentile, and Church of God—whose 
destinies were accurately foretold in Noah’s 
prophetic decrees.° -Japheth has been dwell- 
ing for many centuries in the tents of Shem 
(Rom. 11.17). 

The age began with God’s relation to the 
earth as its moral Ruler established by a cove- 
nant. It was an age of democracy, or gov- 
ernment by the people. It ended in confusion 
and idolatry. 

5 Gen. 9.25. 
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THIRD AGE 
ABRAHAM TO EXODUS—430 YEARS. 


From among the confusion and idolatry in 
which the last age closed, Abraham was 
‘‘ecalled out’’ to stand at the head of the 
race, and headship: was conferred upon him 
in a universal as well as a special sense. 
With him God made a covenant, and prom- 
ised to bless all families of the earth.’ Ever- 
lasting possessions were given to him before 
whom the nations shall be subdued. Altho 
not a perfect man, God had found a faithful 
man—a rock on which he would build all fu- 
ture ages, and in whom he would shape the 
destiny of the entire race on the principles of 
sovereign grace. For the promise was given 
to Abraham that in his seed (Christ) all na- 
tions of the earth should be blessed (Gal. 3. 
16). 

This was headship in a universal sense and 

1 Gen. 12.3. 
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on a spiritual plane. But we see that the 
race was classed in three grand divisions in 
Noah’s sons, and these come upon the stage 
of action in their proper order. Being a di- 
rect descendant of Shem, Abraham was called 
to the headship of a people of whom it should 
be said: ‘‘ Blessed be the Lord God of 
Shem ;’’ and that, because of the marvelous 
things that should be wrought for, and 
through him. In Shem God chose a people 
for whom He would work wonders in the 
earth, and through whom He would make 
His mighty power known ;’ and for many cen- 
turies history occupies us with this peculiar 
people—Israel. 

During this age they were a family rather 
than a nation, whose history for four hundred 
and thirty years may be divided into three 
parts: Journeyings of the patriarchs, Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob; sojourn in Egypt; 
and Egyptian oppression. 

The age as usual ended in judgment ; first, | 
upon God’s people," and then upon their ene- 
mies. Israel’s oppression by the Egyptians, 
altho divinely foretold, was the fruit of their 
own ways in selling Joseph into bondage. 

? Psalm 106.8. iF 1 Peter Hes 
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‘‘ Whatsoever_a_man.soweth, that shall he 
also reap.”’ 


SYNOPSIS. 


1. Covenant Promise to Abraham. 
2. Israel a Family. 


WwW 


. Egyptian Oppression. 
4. Redeemed through judgment. 


E20. 


IV. 
FourtH AGE 


EXODUS TO CAPTIVITY (1491 TO 587 B. C.) 
—904 YEARS. 


Through sin and failure God’s chosen peo- 
ple were found in Egypt under cruel masters 
at the close of the 15th century (B. c.); but 
God looked upon their affliction and answered 
their cry by visiting them in the fulness of 
times, punishing their oppressors and bring- 
ing them out with a great deliverance. 
Moses was God’s prepared man to lead his 
people into their promised possessions. To 
Moses God revealed himself as Jehovah, and 


ce 


gave him the ‘‘rod of power’’ by which he 
should smite Jehovah’s enemies and govern 
his people (Ex. 4.3). Casting it down and 
taking it up as Moses was commanded to do, 
would teach that while the kingdoms of this 
world have passed under Satan’s rule (as the 
Serpent-rod would suggest), he whose right it 
is, shall again take control when ‘‘he shall 
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rule the nations with a rod of iron’’ (Rev. 
52:5): 

Moses, a great military commander, so like 
“Tsrael’s King,’’ led three million people 
through the Red Sea dry shod, and became 
their leader, legislator, and executive during 
fifty years of wilderness testing and failure. 
He gave them a system of ethics and princi- 
ples of government that shall ever be the 
basis of social and civil law. In sight of their 
inheritance, leadership was transferred to 
Joshua, who was commanded by the “‘ Captain 
of the Lord’s host’’ to lead his people to vic- 
tory in the conquest of Canaan, which ended 
1426 B.C. 

Israel, having conquered the peoples of the 
land, became at once a great nation, and for 
about four hundred and fifty years assumed a 
theocratic form of government, recognizing 
Jehovah as their King, who guided the affairs 
of state through appointed judges through- 
out the land. But in answer to their request 
He gave them a king in their midst in the 
person of Saul, who in personal and political 
character symbolized the ‘‘prince of this 
world.’’ He was followed by David, the 
‘‘man of war,’’ who so perfectly foreshad- 
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owed Israel’s coming King. ‘Then followed 
Solomon’s peaceful reign, which ended the 
period of unity and of Israel’s prosperity. 

Saul, David and Solomon, are plainly typi- 
cal characters worthy of notice here. Saul’s 
retention of the throne with David, Jehovah’s 
choice, in rejection, furnishes us with a 
graphic picture of this present age, when the 
‘“prince of this world ’’ is reigning, while our 
divine David is still rejected and by the world 
disowned. But in spite of the kings of the 
earth who set themselves, and take counsel 
together against the Lord and His anointed 
(Psalm 2.2), he, too, like David, shall smite 
his enemies and sit as king on Zion’s holy 
hill (Psalm 2.6). The splendor and wealth of 
Solomon’s brilliant reign is but a glimpse of 
millennial blessing and glory, when the 
‘“ Prince of Peace’’ shall rule the nations of 
the earth (Luke 1.32). 

With Solomon’s perverseness the glory of 
Israel began to fade. Through his sin came 
division, then apostasy, which ended in cap- 
tivity. In 975 B. c. the land was divided into 
two kingdoms, called Israel and Judah. Is- 
rael continued to hold a national existence 
until 721 B. c., when they were led into cap- 
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tivity by the Assyrians. Judah continued 
until 587 B. C., when they were carried away 
to Babylon. 

Thus ended the national existence of a peo- 
ple that had outshone all others in wealth 
and splendor, and, with Jehovah in the midst, 
gained such moral prestige as to be feared by 
all nations who heard of their vast wealth, 


phenomenal growth, and victorious conquests. 


SYNOPSIS. 


I. Theocracy. 


LS) 


Monarchy. 
Apostasy. 
Captivity. 


> WwW 
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GENTILE SUPREMACY—FROM NEBUCHADNEZ- 
ZAR TO THE CROSS—O6I6 YEARS. 


Israel having lost her distinguished place 
as exponent of government in the world, 
headship passed to the Gentiles, who shall re- 
tain supremacy until the God of heaven shall 
set up a kingdom that shall not be left to 
other people (Dan. 2.44). 

Prophecy outlines four great kingdoms 
which consummate the ‘‘times of the Gen- 
tiles,’’? as well as man’s part on the world’s 
great stage of action. Nebuchadnezzar, a 
world-lord, saw an outline of Gentile rule in 
a stately image; while Daniel, a man of God 
with the anointed eye, saw it symbolized by 
four beasts—lion, bear, leopard, and monster 
(Dan. 7). 

The times of the Gentiles’ began with 
Babylon’s great king, who became monarch 
of the earth. ‘‘ Wheresoever the children of 

1 Luke 21.24. 
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men dwell, the beasts of the field and fowls 
of heaven hath he given into thy hand, and 
hath made thee ruler over them all.? Like 
unto Adam, God gave him majesty, glory and 
honor, symbolized by the head of Gold. 

Nebuchadnezzar was a typical character in 
whom may be seen Antichrist’s proud reign 
with self enthroned. The three Hebrew 
children in the fiery furnace foreshadowed 
judah’s purging under Antichrist’s fearful 
scourge, whose seven years of Satanic rule 
may be seen in Nebuchadnezzar’s maddened, 
beastly life (Dan. 4.33). 

Babylon remained dominant for half a cen- 
tury, and then was conquered by an army 
under Cyrus (God’s shepherd, Isa. 45) in 539 
B. C., and the ancient dominion of Assyria 
was added to the Medo-Persian Empire, 
which dictated to all nations until Alex- 
ander’s invasion of Persia 334 B. c., when 
Greece gained universal empire. 

Alexander’s career is easily read on the 
prophetic page. A mighty king shall stand 
up that shall rule with great dominion and do 
according to his will.* His death is also fore- 
told, which caused a division of his empire 

? Dan. 2.38. SID ation ile 3s 
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4 


between his four captains.” Grecian suprem- 
acy continued until the fourth beast, dread- 
ful and terrible, which broke in pieces all 
others,’ came upon the scene less than a cen- 
tury before the Cross. 

In the three great kingdoms that had 
passed into history, the head, breast and 
thighs of the image found fulfilment; and 
Rome began with the legs, which doubtless 
found fulfilment in eastern and western 
Rome. She continued her iron rule into the 
early centuries of the present age when her 
prophetic character seems veiled. Since then, 
Gentile power has existed in a state of dis- 
integration; but at the beginning of the 
end of this age Rome shall be revived and 
become the nucleus of Antichrist’s world- 
empire. 

The smiting of the image by the ‘‘Stone”’ 
could not have been fulfilled in Christ’s first 
advent, for the image as yet had only in part 
passed into history. Christ came full of 
grace and truth, and grace is not suggested 
by the word ‘‘smite,’’ but rather ‘‘ judgment 
without mercy,’’ which will characterize the 
Coming of the Son of Man. 

4 Dan, 8.22. »Dani7a7- 
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a 
SYNOPSIS. 


The rise and fall of the 
1. Babylonian, 
2. Medo-Persian, 
3 Grecian, and 
4 Roman Empires. 
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FROM THE CROSS TO THE COMING OF THE 
SON OF MAN. 


‘“'This present evil age’’ for different rea- 
sons is quite unique. ‘‘ Jewish times’’ ceased 
at the Cross, and the present period is a blank 
on the prophetic page of Israel’s history. 
The ‘‘ seventy weeks ’’ determined for the ac- 
complishment of Israel’s discipline and full 
redemption began the twentieth year of 
Artaxerxes 454 B.c. From this date there 
were precisely sixty-nine heptads or weeks of 
years to A. D. 29, when Messiah was cut off 
and had nothing (Dan. 9.26). The seventieth 
week awaits fulfilment, for when they re- 
jected their king, God also rejected them, 
saying, ‘‘ They are not my people, and I will 
not be their God.’’* They have been left to 
abide without a king, or prince, or sacrifice ; 
without an ephod or teraphim. But ‘‘after- 
ward they shall return and seek the Lord 

1 Hosea 1.9. 
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their God, and David their king, and shalt 
fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter 
days.” Then they shall be recognized as the 
sons of the living God (Hosea I.I0), 


THE GENTILES IN THIS AGE. 


The Scriptures speak of Gentile rule up to 
A. D. 70, when Jerusalem was destroyed by 
Titus,* and also of the state of the nations at 
the end of this age; but say nothing about 
these long centuries in which kingdoms have 
been turning and overturning until he whose 
right it is shall reign (Ezek. 25.27): 

The present age, which was a mystery hid 
in God, is practically unnoticed in the pro- 
phetic outline of Jewish or Gentile history. 
The kingdom represented by the fourth beast 
(Rome), lost its supremacy in the early cen- 
turies of this age, and since, Gentile power 
has existed in a state of disintegration. We 
search in vain in the Old Testament for an 
outline of the present age either on the nat- 
ural or spiritual plane. In the New Testa- 
ment we find that nineteen centuries and 
more are summed up in a single sentence. 

* Hosea 3.4, 5. 3 Luke 21.24. 
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Luke assures us that the present period be- 
longs to the ‘‘times of the Gentiles ;’’ it is 
also called the ‘‘ fulness of the Gentiles ’’— 
the time necessary to make their history com- 
plete.* ‘‘ Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 
the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled.’’ This time began 587 B.c., with 
Nebuchadnezzar as their first great king, and 
will end with the close of this age. When this 
is accomplished then prophecy will again find 
fulfilment in the events that shall follow. 

The age closes with the ‘‘seventieth week ’’ 
of Jewish times, in which the ‘‘Image’’ will 
be completed by the revival of the fourth 
kingdom (Rome of iron rule) as a nucleus of 
Antichrist’s world-empire. The ‘‘toes’’ of 
the image will find fulfilment in the ten kings 
who shall make war with the King of kings 
when he shall appear upon the scene. But 
they shall be utterly overthrown ; for in the 
days of these kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom that shall never be de- 
stroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms—and it shall 
stand forever (Dan. 2.44). 

4 Rom. 1125: 
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Concerning the end of this period of Gen- 
tile supremacy the Lord said: ‘Nation shall 
rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; and there shall be wars and ru- 
mors of wars, and distress of nations (Luke 
21.25-33). 

Gentile power in its present state of disin- 
tegration is nevertheless ordained of God’, as 
a means of carrying forward his purposes; 
and the proper attitude of the church toward 
Gentile rule is taught by Paul, who commands 
believers to pray for kings and all in author- 
ity (1) Tinr. 2.12); 


THE KINGDOM IN THIS AGRE. 


Christ came as the king of Israel according 
to prophecy (Zech. 9.9), and would have set 
up his kingdom had he not been rejected. 
He preached the kingdom,’ and the ‘‘ twelve” 
were sent out and told to say: ‘‘ The king- 
dom of heaven is at hand’’ (Matt. 15.5-8). 
But his rejection led to a change in the divine 
program not contemplated in the Old Testa- 
ment prophecies, and therefore we have the 
““mysteries of the kingdom.’’? ‘This has ref- 

PVRS 5 TEA 1 Matt. 4.23. ? Matt. 13.11. 
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erence to the kingdom as it now exists—the 
King rejected and by the world disowned. 
He is now on his Father’s throne, while the 
earth is really his, to be transferred to him 
the moment he asks for it; but he has not 
asked, because of other purposes to be ful- 
filled (Psalm 2:8; Acts 15.14; Heb. 10, 125 
13). The kingdom exists now in mystery, 
awaiting the day of manifestation, and the 
church is being gathered to share in the re- 
sponsibilities of the earthly reign (1 Cor. 6.2; 
Psalm 149.9; Psalm 45.13, 14). 

The government of God over the earth is 
the central thought in the book of Matthew ; 
hence the many quotations from the Old Tes- 
tament where divine government is the con- 
stant theme of the prophets. The fourth di- 
vision of the book is the ‘‘ mysteries of the 


>98 


kingdom,’’* and in the first section of this we 
have the kingdom of an absent and rejected 
king set forth in seven parables.‘ The 
mysteries disclosed in these parables are 
things that had been kept secret from the 
foundation of the world.*° The nature and 


history of the kingdom as it exists in this dis- 


’ Chap. 13 to 20.28. 4 Chap. 13.1-53. 
® Verse 35; Eph. 3.9. 
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pensation is revealed in them—a history of 
failure on man’s part, but God’s purpose of 
course cannot fail. The first four, which 
give the external history, were told in the 
presence of the multitude; the last three, 
which give God’s thoughts that cannot fail, 
were told to the disciples in the house. 

I. The Sower (Matt. 13.1~-10, 18-23). 

This parable gives the word of the king- 
dom (v. 19) which is not the ‘word of his 
grace ’’ now preached. 

The Lord and John the Baptist preached 
the word of the kingdom, and they who be- 
lieved became the ‘‘children of the king- 
dom.’’ The gospel of the kingdom shall 
again be preached at the close of this period 
of grace,* which will result in gathering many 
into the kingdom. 

There is a difference between the sons of 
God’ and the children of the kingdom." The 
position of sons was determined before the 
foundation of the world ;’ the position of the 
children of the kingdom was prepared at the 
foundation of the world.” The one has a 

§ Matt. 4.14. 8 Luke 12,32. 


7 Rom. 8.15. 9 Eph. 1.4. 
10 Matt. 25.34. 
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heavenly pesition, the other an earthly posi- 
tion. 

II. The Wheat and the Tares (v. 24-30, 
36-43). 

This second parable reveals Satan’s imita- 
tion of the divine sowing—a work which can- 
not be undone until the final separation at 
harvest time (v. 29, 30), which occurs at the 
end of this age. This has reference to the 
sifting of nations (Matt. 25.31-46; Joel 3.9— 
20). The important part the angels have 
in this harvest points to its true meaning 
(v. 49; Rev. 14.18-20; Joel 3.13; Psalm 
103-20)% 

The shining forth of the righteous here 
points to Israel (Dan. 12.3). 

III. The Mustard Seed (v. 31, 32). 

This parable shows the tree-like power de- 
veloped out of the gospel seed so little likely 
to produce it—a worldly system in which the 
birds of the air (the powers of evil) find secure 
lodgment. In other words, it is Babylon 
(Dan. 4.12; Rev. 17.18). Constantine, in 
the 4th century, changed the humble church 
of the early centuries into a world-power, 
where birds of every wing could lodge (Mark 
4.30). 
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IV. The Woman and the Leaven (v. 33; 
Luke 13.21). 

The woman represents the professing 
church which has been corrupted by the 
leaven of her own false doctrine. Leaven in 
Scripture is always a type of evil, working 
out to its highest development. Leaven was 
forbidden in the Passover feast," and in the 
meat-offering (Lev. 2.11). 

In the New Testament the Lord always 
gives the word an evil meaning. In Matthew 
16.12 it refers to the evil doctrines of the 


2 


Pharisees and Sadducees;’ and Paul always 
gives the word an evil sense (1 Cor. 5.5, 6; 
Gal. 5.9). 

The leaven of false doctrine began to work 
even in the first century,’* and it will con- 
tinue to the end, when all Christendom will 
be aftected by it (7 Tim. 4:1 ;_2-Gor. 4.34). 

V. The Hid Treasure (v. 44). 

The last three parables present the divine 
thought and purpose of grace which cannot 
fail. The failure of the professing church 
cannot hinder the accomplishment of the di- 
vine plan for this age. 


1! x. 12.8. 1 Mark 8.15; Luke 12.11. 
13 Acts 20.29. 
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The treasure hid in the field is Israel. The 
word is used concerning Israel in Scripture 
(Ex. 19.5; Deut. 14.2; 26.18; Psalm 135.4). 

The field is the world which Christ pur- 
chased by his own redemptive work, that he 
might possess Israel as a people in whom he 
would delight. He redeemed the world” with 
his eye upon Israel, through whom he could 
teach the nations law, and establish peace in 
the earth. 

VI. The Pearl of Great Price (v. 45). 

The pearl is the church which Christ loved 
and for which he gave himself."” The church 
is not an earthly but a heavenly people. 
Pearls are found in the sea and not in the 
ground, and the sea speaks of eternity. 
The church belongs to eternity and not to 
time.’" But the church here is related to the 
kingdom in the sense that she shall judge and 
rule with Christ the nations of the earth. 

VII. The Drag-Net (v. 47). 

This is a gospel net, but not in relation to 
the church. Verses 49 and 50 prove that the 
good in the net belong to the earthly king- 
dom, and not to the spiritual body. The an- 
gels separate the good from the bad, which 

142 Cor. 5.19. 16 Hph. 5.26, 27. 16 Eph. 1.4. 
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shows that the church is not meant. Angels 
are not sent to gather the heavenly people— 
Christ will come to do that.” The preaching 
of the gospel of the kingdom and the result 
are referred to here. This will occur at the 
close of this age, and the last parable would 
naturally refer to that time. 

The good from this drag-net enter upon the 
millennial reign ; the bad are destroyed from 
the earth (v. 49, 50.). 

This separation of the good from the bad is 
given at length in Matt. 25.31-46, and is seen 
to be a preparation for Christ’s earthly king- 


dom. 
17 Thess. 4.16. 
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1,000 YEARS—CHRIST’S KINGDOM ESTAB- 
LISHED ON KARTH. 


This will be the ‘‘golden age’’ of ideal 
government, and of highest attainment in a 
physical, moral, and spiritual sense. In this 
age all prophecy will find fulfilment, for the 
kingdom is the theme of the prophets’ The 
human race will have reached the highest 
plane along all lines, and evolution in a good 
sense will have expression then. Every ele- 
ment of good developed through human sor- 
row, conflict with evil, and the experience 
that the centuries must bring, will become a 
part of the kingdom ; while every element of 
evil shall be eliminated at the beginning 
(Matt. 13.40, 49; 25.41). 

This is the age of completeness and highest 
attainment, as its number would suggest. It 
is the time of golden harvests from faithful 
planting and patient toil through all the cen- 

Nisa33251- 
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turies past. The best and noblest of human 
achievements will be perpetuated, while all 
else will be eliminated from the scene. The 
processes of discipline and refinement through 
which the peoples and nations have passed 
will develop those good and enduring qualities 
needed as a basis for a perfect government 
under heaven’s laws. Viewing this period 
from the natural standpoint, as it should be 
in this place, it is plainly seen that all things 
have been working together for good. ‘The 
progress of the race in an intellectual, moral, 
and physical sense, through conflict with the 
organized forces of evil, will be a preparation 
for the seventh age, when the highest ideals 
of mankind, and of social and civil life, shall 
be realized. The permanent gains through 
advancement in science and art, through dis- 
covery and invention, are essential qualifica- 
tions for life on the high plane on which the 
crowning period of the world’s history shall 
close. 

The kingdom exists now in the prepared 
materials that shall enter into it, and it cannot 
be manifested until the world is ready for the 
laws of the kingdom, which have been formu- 
lated with such far-seeing wisdom as to work 
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to the interests of all concerned. In studying 
the age to come from the view-point of ‘‘ God 
in government,’’ the following themes de- 
mand attention: The Land; the City; the 
People; and the King. 


THE LAND. 


Palestine will be the centre of interest in 
the age tocome. ‘T'wotthirds of all the events 
of the Bible history are associated with that 
narrow strip of land that forms the eastern 
boundary of the Mediterranean Sea. 

It has been the scene of mighty conflicts in 
the past, and it will be the battle-field of the 
world in the future (Joel 3.12; Zech. 14.2; 
Ezek. 38.8-39). The decisive battles of the 
world were fought, for the most part, on 
ground decided alone by force of circum- 
stances, or by unforeseen causes which deter- 
mined the place of conflict, frequently un- 
favorable to both. But there are points, either 
because of geographical advantage, logic of 
position, or divine appointment, that have 
been the battle-fields where, through the cen- 
turies, the fate of nations has been determined. 

Such are the Plains of Esdrelon, the sacred 


142 


Seventh Age 


soil where kings have fought and died in ages 
now dim through the shadows of time. Here 
Thothmes III. before the Exodus fought a 
great battle—one hundred and nineteen towns 
being conquered. Here Necho, another of 
the Pharaohs, seven centuries before Christ, 
on his march to Assyria, defeated the Israelites 
and slew Josiah—Judah’s honored king. Here 
Barak overthrew the hosts of Sisera with his. 
nine hundred chariots of iron. On these 
plains Gideon routed and put to flight the 
countless armies of the Midianites, slaying 
one hundred and twenty thousand men. And 
here, on this battlefield of the ages, it is al- 
most certain that the battle of Armageddon— 
the last fierce conflict between earth’s rulers 
and nations—will take place. 

It is first mentioned in Gen. 11.31 as the 
land of Canaan, which latter was God’s gift 
to Abraham, his friend,’ and to his seed as an 
everlasting possession (Gen. 17.8). It being 
Israel’s inheritance, all their hopes centre in 
this land, with which their history is insepar- 
ably linked. It was taken from the inhabit- 
ants because of their wickedness,’ and was 
given to Israel because God delighted in 

1 Gen. 13.14-17; 15.7-2I. 2 Gen. 15.16. 
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them ;* but their obedience determined their 
enjoyment of it (Deut. 30.20). 


ITS NAMES. 


The different names by which this portion 
of the earth has been known: 

1. Canaan. So called because the best 
known inhabitants were Canaanites. It 
strictly refers to the land between the Jordan 
line and the Mediterranean Sea. Bounded on 
the north by the Lebanon Mountains, on the 
east by the Jordan River, on the south by the 
desert, and on the west by the Mediterranean— 
a total of 6,600 square miles. 

2. The Land of Israel. So called after the 
Israelites who conquered it. This embraces 
the same territory. 

3. Palestine. This is a modernized term 
from the word Philistine, the name of a race 
which occupied the southwest portion. It in- 
cludes all of Canaan and the region east of 
the Jordan, called Gilead. This extends the 
eastern boundary to the Syrian desert, and 
gives an area of 12,000 miles. 

4. The Land of Promise. Numbers, 34th 

3 Isa. 63.9. 
144 


Seventh Age 


chapter, gives the boundaries. It extends 
from Hamath and Mount Hor on the north to 
the Euphrates on the east and Kadesh-Barnea 
on the south. This is 60,000 square miles— 
five times as large as Palestine. 

This was possessed only during a part of 
the reign of David and Solomon. Not all of 
Palestine was possessed by the Jews during 
their history, for the Philistines remained on 
the south, and the Phenicians on the north. 

5. Judea. So called in Christ’s time be- 
cause occupied by the Jew. 

6. The Holy Land. So called because of 
its association with the sacred birth and holy 
life of the Man of Galilee. 

Palestine will be the theatre of action and 
the centre of the world in the age to come 
(Isa. 55.13; Ezek. 47.1-12). 

The Land will be divided among the twelve 
tribes of Israel on a larger scale than before.’ 
When Israel took possession of the land under 
Joshua, they did not take it according to the 
original promise, which remains yet to be ful- 
filled to them in all its length and breadth.’ 
The small dimensions of the land that they 
received is a striking contrast with the ‘‘ goodly 

1 Kzek. 47.13-48.1-35. ? Deut. 30.1-20. 
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land and large’’ which they are yet to enjoy, 
whose limits are only the Euphrates, the Red 
Sea, and the Nile (Gen. 15.18; Ex. 23.31; 
Joshua 1.4). The land south and east, from 
which they were excluded in Joshua’s time, 
as Eden, Moab, Ammon, will belong to them 
in a future day (Isa. 11.14; Amos 9.12; Jere- 
miah 12.2). 

The former cities will be rebuilt and ona 
larger scale.’ It will be greatly blessed of the 
Lord, and shall never more be desolate (Joel 
3.18-20 ; Isa. 62.4). 


THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING. 


Jerusalem has been trodden down of the 
Gentiles for eighteen hundred and thirty 
years; but she has a future, and that future 
shall eclipse the brightest period of her 
glorious past. The city so famous as the seat 
of David’s throne and Solomon’s brilliant 
reign, whose fame and glory still live in her 
sacred ruins, shall again be rebuilt. In the 
future, as in the past, she shall become the 
world’s centre of moral and religious lore ; 
_ for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
5 Isa. 65.21; Amos 9.14. 
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word of the Lord from Jerusalem.‘ The city 
will be rebuilt on a larger scale than on any 
former plan, and a magnificent temple erected 
according to pattern in Ezekiel’s vision. After 
the church has been gathered from among the 
Gentiles, it is written: ‘‘ After this I will re- 
turn and build again the tabernacle of David 
which is fallen down, and I will build again 
the ruins thereof and I will set it up.’’* With 
the return of the rejected King her desolations 
shall cease, and she shall become the great 
metropolis of the millennial earth, when all 
families of the earth will come to worship ;* 
for all kings shall behold her glory and ‘‘all 
nations shall be gathered unto it’’ (Jeremiah 
3-17). 

Her name, expressive of her royal grandeur, 
will be JEHOVAH SHAMMAH—‘‘ The Lord is 
rueres? 


THE PEOPLE. 


Through Israel, more than through any 
other channel, the world has been permanently 
enriched and blessed. God’s ways in their 
redemption, the invaluable lessons of their 
history, the moral and religious elements they 

SuSar2 5. 5 Acts 15.16. § Zech. 14.16, 
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have woven into national life, the wise and 
humane laws they have formulated, both as 
to ethical and civil codes, are great and per- 
manent acquisitions to the race. The spirit 
of reverence they have breathed into a Godless 
world, the religious principles they represent, 
the high standard of right and duty they have 
taught, and the saving truths that have come 
to us through them, have done more to restore 
and bless the race than all other forces of all 
centuries combined. Their condition to-day, 
scattered throughout all the nations of the 
earth, is an unanswerable argument that God 
is the author of the Bible. But there is 
abundant proof that not only the Jews (Judah), 
but also the ten tribes, shall again be gathered 
to the land given to Abraham and his seed as 
an everlasting possession. For it is written : 
‘“ He that scattered Israel will gather him and 
keep him as a shepherd does his flock’’ (Jer. 
31.10). ‘‘ And I will gather the remnant of my 
flock out of all countries whither I have driven 
them, and will bring them again to their own 
land.’’” ‘‘ They shall build houses and inhabit 
them; they shall plant vineyards and eat the 
fruit of them ;’’ * and ‘‘ They shall no more be 
a jeteeance 8 Isa. 65.21. 
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pulled up out of their land which I have given 
them, saith the Lord’’ (Amos 9.5). 

And the great host that fell in the wilder- 
ness through unbelief shall be raised up to 
enter upon the blessings of the inheritance 
promised them, and at last theirs through 
sovereign grace (Ezek. 37; Dan. 12.1-3). 


THE KING. 


At Mount Sinai Jehovah revealed himself 
as the God of government, when He gave to 
men the principles on which heaven’s throne 
is established (righteousness and judgment), 
on which Christ’s throne on earth shall yet be 
established, and in which are embodied laws 
of right and justice for nations of all ages; 
but their richest blessings the world shall not 
enjoy until the sceptre is placed in the hands 
of earth’s rightful Lord. 

The appellation given Christ at the Cross 
was no mistake. He was the King of the 
Jews; and his brethren who rejected him, 
after their bitter experience under Antichrist’s 
sceptre, will be only too glad to be gathered 
under his wings when he shall again make 
himself known to them, saying, ‘‘ Blessed is 
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he who cometh in the name of the Lord.” 
He shall have dominion from sea to sea, and 
from the river to the ends of the earth (Psalm 
72). His perfect reign shall continue for one 
thousand years, during which there will be 
unprecedented prosperity. 

In that day there shall be one king, and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder. Of 
the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end: upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it and 
establish it with judgment and justice from 
henceforth, even forevermore. Out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem.’ ‘‘ Nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.’’ ‘Then the desire of all 
nations shall have come (Hag. 2.7). 

1. The social problem will be solved, for he 
will lift up the meek and cast down the 
wicked. He will raise the poor out of the 
dust, and the needy out of the dunghill, that 
he may place them with princes (Psalm 113.7, 
Sealsan2. ti). 

2. The labor problem will be settled, for he 
will break in pieces the oppressor and deliver 

Uricawangs 
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the needy when he crieth; the poor also and 
him that hath no helper. He shall judge 
the fatherless and oppressed, that the man of 
the earth may no more oppress (Psalm 10.18), 

3- All national and international questions 
will find solution, for the Lord shall be king 
over all the earth, and all kings shall bow 
before him, and all nations shall serve him 
(Psalm 72). 

At last the world shall enjoy a government 
established on the principles of justice and 
equity, when the ‘‘last Adam”’ shall be 
crowned with glory and honor, and reign over 
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